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ake to have stand on their own merits, whatever 
they may be. I desire to make an additional re- 
mark, for the pargoss of having it understood 
that, in regard to Buffalo, Chicago, and some 
other applications that have been made here, Lam 
willing to vote upon them on their merits; but I 
ask the House to pass upon these cases separately, | 
commencing with the one now under considera- | 
tion; and by that means prevent any combinations 
or log-rolling on the subject. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have no doubt about that. 
I know that my friend from New York made a 
very gallant fight against this combination of 
custom-houses and marine hospitals; and especi- 
ally was he gallant until they rather overreached 
him by putting in Buffalo. I believe he then | 
yoted in favor of the proposition. 

Mr. HAVEN. Let me say that they increased 
Mobile also, in the gentleman’s own State, I be- | 
lieve. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Not at all, Mr. Speaker. 
The gentleman speaks withoutthe record. If he 
does not recollect, he will find by reference to the 
Journal, that I pursued precisely the opposite 
course from that of the gentleman from New York. 
But that is not the point I propose to present. 
There seems, Mr. Speaker, to be a fault some- 
where in connection with these custom-houses. 
If they were built on plans submitted by the 
Treasury Department, and if they were defective, 
why then we know where the fault is; but if the 
plans originated in the legislation here, then the 
fault is here. And I propounded the question to 
the gentleman from New York, not for the pur- 
pose of making opposition to this enlargement; 
if it be proper—I am without information on that 
subject—I desire, however, to bring before the 
House the fact that the plans did not originate 
in this House, but originated in the Treasury | 
Department. That is the place where they ought | 
properly to have originated, and from which they 
should have been presented to the House. That 
is the fact I desired to present, so that the House, 
and the committees of the House might be excused | 
from any portion or share in the fault which seems 
to be attached now to this building, because of its 
want of size. 

I agree with the gentleman from New York, 
that we should consider these things as they are, 
separately and distinctly on their own merits. I 
have not read the papers to which he has made 
reference. I do not care to read them. I am} 
willing that the House shall take such course as 
it deems proper. My only purpose was to bring 
the fact before the House, so as to show where 
the censure should rest, if it should rest any- 
where. 

Mr. HAVEN. Allow me this additional word, 
and I will not trespass on the time of the House 
any further. It is true that the gentleman from 
Alabama did pursue a somewhat different course 
from what I did, on this subject, two or three 
years ago. Itis true that, whether by his course, 
or by some other means, a much larger appro- 
priation was made for Mobile than the people on 
the lakes got for their custom-houses. I wish to 
say this, however, that the rather sloping intima- 
tion (if I may be pardoned the expression) which 
my friend makes toward the Secretary of the 
Treasury in reference to this business, is not, I 
think, fairly due. I will stand by him in all of 
what I believe to be his virtuous acts. Now, it 
is true that the applications or estimates for this 
and for other new appropriations for custom- 
houses came from the Secretary of the Treasury; 
they came very late in the first session of the last 
Congress, when a very large amount of business 
was crowded upon his attention. It is true that 
he did then make three or four plans for houses 
such as, in his opinion, would be suitable for the 
different classes of locations where they were to 
be built. But it was impossible for him to give 
the exact recommendation for what was needed 
in every instance on such short notice. 

It is equally true that my friend from Ala- 
bama—and I do not complain of it; I went with 
him, and I think he was right—but I say it is 


A9 











|| true that my friend and [ were o 
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propriated a certain sum of money to complete 








id | posed to con- | 
lant preeesanions to finish buildings | 
of this kind, which had then been appropriated | 
for. We both traveled the same road until we | 
came to the forks, and then he took one road and 
I the other. I insisted that the buildings which 
had been begun ought to be completed; and I 
also insisted that the legislation which had gone | 
on theretofore, should not be proceeded with 
further; and that, thereafter, when Congress ap- | 


tinual annual a 


a certain building of this class, the officers of the | 
Government should be held responsible for carry- 
ing out the intention of Congress and completing) 
the building within the amount so appropriated. | 

The legislation on the subject was then, upon | 

my own motion, placed in a condition to effect | 
the general views [ entertained, and to restrict | 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in completing the 
buildings, to the moneys appropriated in each | 
case, and throwing very stringent guards and 
rotection against a careless, improper, and neg- 
igent or inattentive course of action upon any 
officer of the Government having the matters in | 
charge. 

It was under that new system of legislation 
that this building was commenced. And as I | 
have said, I wish to do ample justice to the | 
Secretary of the Treasury in this matter. Under 
that legislation he has purchased a site and made 
a contract for the completion of such a building 
as contemplated—that is, eighty-five feet long and 
sixty wide. Under that contract, the contractor 
has gone on and made the necessary excavations 
and laid the foundations, and is to proceed im- 
mediately, as soon as the weather wilt permit, to 
construct the walls upon the dimensions ongin- 
ally prescribed. It is for this reason that I ask 
that this additional appropriation may be made | 
now, so that the contract may be entered into at | 
once for the completion of the entire enlarged | 
building secured, without incurring the additional 
expense that will be required for the enlargement 
if the walls are completed on the original plan 
and of the original size. 





| sued the course of having the buildings w 





Now, sir, if this is a charge or an insinvation, 
why the gentleman must get along with it the 
best way he can. What I stated was to draw out 
a fact which I thought it important for the House 
to know. 

Again, sir, the gentleman says that he and I 
parted at the forks of the road, and that he pur- 

hich 
had been commenced on the part of the Govern- 
ment completed by the Government, while I 
took the other fork; and while I could vote noth- 
ing for Buffalo, I still went for the completion of 
a custom-house which had been commenced in 
my own State. It is true, as he says, that, up te 
the point which he mentioned, he went with me 
upon the same road, or rather, I should say, I 
went with him. I followed his lead in opposi- 
tion to the enormous and continued appropria- 
tion for custom-houses and marine hospitals, for 
there were then included appropriations for the 
marine hospitals which the Secretary of the 
Treasury now wants to rent or lease out or arrest. 
Sir, if Congress had made appropriations in ac- 
cordance with the line of policy of the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Haven] and myself, when 
we desired to curtail these expenditures, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury would not be here now 
asking the sanction of law to lease out the marine 
hospitals of the country, built at the expense of 
the Government. 

Now what I insist on is, that the officers of the 
Government, I care not whether they pertain to 
this Administration or to any other, when they 
come here with plans, specifications, and estimates 
fora public building, and Congress adopts their 
recommendations, shall be required to carry out 
their own plans with the money thus given. 


| But the gentleman speaks of the Mobile cus- 


It is absolutely neces- | 


sary that the enlargement should be made for the | 


accommodation of the post-office, court-rooms, | 
and custom-house, at that point. The present | 
building will be scarcely sufficient toaccommodate 
the post office itself. fe is important that the ap- 
propriation should be immediately made, if it is 
to be made at all. The season has arrived when | 
business is opening. I trust, Mr. Speaker, that | 
spring is about smiling upon us; and it brings 
with it this necessity of mine, which I| beg the 
House now to supply. 

I therefore beg pardon of the House for occu- 
pying so much of its time with this matter; and 
if no one wishes to speak, I will conclude what 
I have to say by moving the previous question. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. l ari very glad to see that | 
my friend from New York has undertaken so | 
promptly, in advance, to defend the Secretary of 
the Treasury; and especially to defend him against 
what he calls these sloping insinuations. T will 
not undertake to say whether they are sloping, 
or horizontal, or how they are. hat I intended 
to do to make a simple statement of fact, and 


sinuation, or what it was. . bs 

I take it for granted, that if this building was 
commenced under the legislation of Congress, 
the committee which originally had charge of the 
subject, had before them plans, specifications, 
and estimates for the completion of the whole 
building, and it was their duty to have made rec- 


|| the a 


ommendations for the construction of such a | 
building as the wants of the locality requived. | 


And if a building has been commenced that is 
one third too small, I want the country to know 
where the responsibility should rest. 
upon myself and my colleagues upon our com- 
mittee, be it so. But if it should turn out that 
they acted upon the peers cifications, and esti- 
mates sent to them by the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury, then certainly the committee and the House, || gon. N. 


are clear of all responsibility in the matter. 


| 


i} 


If it falls || 


tom-house. It is true the appropriation for that 
| building has been very ca enlarged. And it 
is true also, that that is, in my opinion, a very 
important point, though it is not in my district. 
| But, sir, it 1s not true that I advocated the appro- 
priation which was made for its enlargement. I 
was opposed to all that class of appropriations, 
and I voted against this as well as the others. I 
did it for the reason that I believed the first plan 
for that building was sufficient in size; and, in 
respect to its being fire-proof, for all the require- 
mentsatthat point. But, sir, Congress made the 
appropriation, as it has made additional appro- 
priations for all these buildings, year after year, 
and session after session. 

This is all I have to say on the subject. I do 
not propose to make any particular objection to 

propriations which the gentleman from 
| New Fork now asks, but I thought it due t 
myself to make the statement which I have 
made. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is there any recommenda- 
tion for this increase from the Treasury Depart- 
| ment? 

Mr. HAVEN. Yes, sir; and another from tha 
Postmaster General. 


Mr. LETCHER. Let them be read. 


The Clerk read the documents alluded to, as 
follows : 


m ; elt Treasury DerartMent, March 5, 1856. 
I will not undertake to say whether it was an in- 


Srrx: In conformity to a resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the 26th February, that the Secretary of the 
Treasury report to this House his opinion whether the buiid- 
ing in process of construction at Buffalo for a custom-hoyse, 
post office, court-rooms, and for other offices, is of suffi- 
cient size to answer properly the several purposes for which 
| itis intended, I have the honor to state that this Depart- 
| ment does not deem the building of sufficient size to ac 

commodate the business of the different branches of the 

publie service for which it was designed. In view of this 

fact, and in compliance with the resolution of the House, I 

send herewith the front elevation of the Buffalo custom- 
| house, with an addition of twelve and a half feetto each 
end, making the building one hundred and ten feet long by 
sixty feet. A building of that size would, in the opinion of 
| this Department, be adequate to the public wants. ‘To build 
| such addition would require an additidnal appropriation of 
$30,000, and = per ay thereon for ee 

ave the honor to very res wu 

“end Very Skmes GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treaaury. 


P. Bawxs, Jr., 


iI Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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Post Orrice Deranruent, March 8,1856. || FOREIGN COMMERCIAL REGULATIONS. sone reason or other, was not embraced in the == 
Bix: In compliance with the resolution of the House of || a, WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am in- || bill; and the only object which this bill proposes atructed 
Representatives, of the 28th ultimo, requesting inform jar. || structed by the Committee on Commerce to re- || t? attain, is to give the jurors who serve in the acceptil 
in relation to the building in pene S ee a oo pill to amend an act entitled “An act || Ci¥cuit court of this District the same compensa- sion of | 
rae | ‘ustom-house, post oflice, &c., yave 10F | a r C : . ° . * . 
He eae herewith copies of two letters from the post- || requiring all foreign regulations of commerce to cs el "lentes ae = oe courts in 
ei | master ot Buffalo, and a copy of a statement made by the |; be laid annually before Congress,’’ approved ne several States. rm 0 1€ circuit Court Mr. 
ts collector at Buffalo, the postmaster at Buffalo, and the || n st 16. 1843. I that ‘ie bill be send of this District opens this morning, and, if the back, | 
’ Unired States district judge of the northern district of New |} August » 1342. 2+ move a 1€ DO act passes at all, it is just and fair at it should ACK, 
York, as furnishing all the information in possession of this || a first and second time; that the bill — vee pass at once House 
Jepartinent on the subject. : panying report be printed; and that they be re- a invalic 
wy conenie this occasion, peereres hn — oe oF cerenated “ the eae on eae The ‘ Mr. ae a Sa to, say a word or for th 
ve of laws for the erection of buildings for post offices || COM! ; : ree wo in opposition to this bill. 
metres cities, it is highly important that provision be || bill is reported from the committee in obedience TheS AKER. Does the gentleman object comm 
ii made not only for the present, but the future wants and |} toa resolution of the House. ; to taking up the bill? J two al 
i accommodations of the citizens. 2 1] The bill was read a first and second time. M LE CHER £ I ‘% . a ae a report 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient } Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the committee || .. “T- Sore eee Oe BG Cie mittee 
servant, JAMES CAMPBELL, || | On ne oa cay it be || tinetly how this matter is, and I want inform- av 
Postmaster General. || have fully prepared their bill, I move that it be | ation from the gentleman from Kentucky unon and p 
Hon. N. P. Barns, Jr., ; | referred to the Committee of the Whole on the |; shia asd base Wan & ban. tn conan ‘nth Mr 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. | state of the Union; and that the bill and accom- ae oF At aiid clerks OF tha United Micee ular o 
4 Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I have had || panying report be ordered to be printed. I ‘ben pares passed by this House i 1853. ‘That bill It we 
; the misfortune for four years to —— these || say that I am opposed to committees, after the || I opposed, but it was forced through this House 0 

; eustom-house appropriations; and have met || have prepared bills, moving their recommittal, under the operation of the previous question. an 0 
with such uniform bad luck, that I do not think || and that they, together with the accompanying |/ mm. cect of that bill has been to lead to abuses Th 
| I shall be guilty of meddling with them in fu- || reports, be ordered to be printed with the view, in all the United States courts to such an extent | 

Prey Ty - new , is yme subse , g them, and , ; ness” 

ture. I have never yet known one to be finished || at some subsequent day, of reporting ny as to induce the Secretary of the Interior to sug- 
re since I have been in Congress, and I have not || forcing them to their passage to the exclusion of gest the necessity of having the bill reviewed for a 

at the first idea that one ever will be finished under || other business. Unless the committee want a the purpose of saving iis tihkeoeine ela of J I 

Ht the management of the present Secretary of the || recommittal in order to alter the provisions of the || money which are now being constantly squan- 0 se 

of Treasury. [{Laughter.] We are asked to make || bill, 1 move that it be referred to the Committee dered under that bill. J am opposed to .. ae. ot 

I appropriations every year ‘‘for completing,’ and || of the Whole on the state of the Union. duction’ ef ils Wh, oes roe cies icone ms : 
She this has been done ever since I have been here. || _The SPEAKER. The motion to refer to the corrected. The House will see the necessity of 7 

We are now to take a new start. We are not || Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union some such action when I tell them, that in twelve 
Ht asked for appropriations to complete; but, after all || takes precedence of the other motion. : months’ time the exnénses of ties dintriet courts port 
: : j ie le } enda- | Mr.WASHBURNE. Mr. Speaker, I will state : pe 

i: contracts have been made on the recommenda peaker, ; of the United States have run up from $700,000 

fi 5 tion of the Treasury Department, we are asked || the reason why I move a recommittal of the bill to $1,000,000; and that there is now before the M 

y to make appropriations to begin again and build | to the Committeeon Commerce. Since the Com- Considine af Ways uid Menes tus catiaale of mitt 

: Y larger houses. || mittee passed upon it, amendments to it have been ’ : ~ bill 

of vs , ee Oe eal b idered || deficiency of $200,000, in addition to the $800,000 

i L 1 merely called for the reading of the letters | suggested, which, [ think, ought to be considere appropriated last year to meet expenses up to the men 

; from the Devaviaunee, to show that the building || and acted on before the bill is brought into the adh of June. : Stat 
; was estimated for and recommended by the Treasury || House for action. Therefore it is that I have Mr. MARSHALL. Ia not know what has ail 
a Department. I had another reason. Shortly after | moved that the bill be recommitted, and, with the been the operation of the bill to which the gen- refe 
a the adjournment of the last Congress, I saw an | report, be printed. : clean alere stat 
: article which attempted to cast the odium for || Ir. JONES. Then I suggest that there is no Mr. LETGHER. For the reasons which I h 
large expenditures on the Congress of the United || necessity for the order to print until the bill is per- : Bee ise ae he bi nit 

5 © . Jj aenti If || have stated I object to taking the bill from the 

States by stating that so much had been aero” | fected and brought here for an eration. || Speaker’s table rest 
| iate ‘sti th had been subse- || the bill is to be recommitted for the purpose o | : : i “48 
priated on estimates, so much all ; > pul . : one the suntan will siti 

i uently asked for by the Departments, and that || having it revised and perfected, | think it would | one I hope § w oth 

a Oueanaien appropriated the residue without con- || be best not to print it until it has been so revised Mr LETCHER {ein Willine thet the bill tim 

i sulting the Departments at all. Since the esti- || and perfected, and reported here for the purpose chisel’ be vetiived 46 ths Ciicemiinee Ge the Judi- the 

i} mates are in, and the saddle is upon the right || of putting it on its passage. sie , ciary, because 1 want them to consider these I 

ay horse, I dismiss the subject without further re- 1 Mr. perma of aaa If it is Se | ccmneuamuens from the. Comptrller of the ox 

“Ls | ti *the gentle ; to put the bill | ts . 

4 mark. || tion of the gentleman from illinois to 5 '| Treasury and the Secretary of the Interior, in in) 
i The joint resolution was then ordered to be || 0n its passage when it is again reported, f shall || iP y hoy may see if they cannot remedy of 

7 engrossed and read a third time; and being en- || one — to the motion now made. iN the evils'to which [have vedbeved of. 

1s ; , ine > ir j > ' rw , e | . 4 . . ] 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, |; Otherwise 1 will not. | fei 1:1. {| Mr.MARSHALL. I will state. for the benefit 

and passed. ; , Mr. WASHBURNE. The bill is one to which | of the gentleman, that this bill has passed the Ea 
Mr. HAVEN. I desire this subject to have a | perhaps there will be no particular opposition by | Senate; it came to this House, was read twice, u 

definite and final determination, so that the con- |; the House. Whether it shail meet with none, referred to the Commiittes on the Judicier and | 

} rated on; and therefore || and it shall be the general sense of the House to , . : y» : 

4 tracts may be at once operated on; and therefore || : : ‘th oy that committee reported it back without amend- uc 
move to reconsider the vote by which the reso- || pass it, or w hether it shall meet wit oppeeeae> ! ment. "THE Mit hee ek vilidion tha Eke at th 
ih lution was passed, and that that motion be laid || tis yet completely under the control of gg '| marshals and clerks; it relates only to the pay of th 
if upon the table. || and the House can, when it is ree noe td || jurors in the circuit courts of the United States, he 
mei The latter motion was agreed to. | the committee, refer it to the Committee of the || and afisete no ‘thes ebtael ia tha world tuum te 
i | Whole on the state of the Union. I therefore ask || 2! ; baler Mas” sng c 
Hee PUBLIC DOCUMENTS, ETC.,IN THE MAILS. || jh 4¢ my motion be agreed to. give to jurors in this District the same compen- D 
Hit Mr. BALL. I offer the following resolution: || Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. _{ think the best Le SIN Jenene, ME EM 2k PONE EEe ee . 

| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and || plan is to refer the bill to the Committee of the | , E 
Hig Post Roads be, and hereby are, instructed to inquire whether || Whole on the state of the Union. Mr. LETCHER. One of the very complaints P 
fe! Gay legislation is necessary to prevent postmasters or their | Mr. RICHARDSON. The bill can be per- | made isin regard ip the expenses of the ju lclary 

deputies, or other persons having access to the mails of the | fected in C ittee of the Whole justas well as || 0f this District. The Comptruller of the reasury 
. United States, from tearing envelopes and opening public | ected in Committee of the J '| and the Secretary of the Interior say, that the c 
documents or seeds from the Patent Office, which may be || by the committee. >. || exaebhinie “Gn ue” eademesenn” Ska bisides e 
a #ent out through the mails by members of Congress and di- | The question was then taken on Mr. Jongs’s la pens co . 2 ’ f 
AYE rected to persons other than said postmasters, deputies, Ke. ; || motion, and it was agreed to. how did this bill get upon the Speaker s table, q 
net and thet oaid committee have leave to report by bill or | a tha hill seen eoleered tothe Commsities of the uaa reported from the Committee on the 
4s . ‘ ' 9 i p t * bs . » 
if Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to have an |, ear goth salad x gpa mene? Mr. MARSHALL, The manner in which it : 

amendment of the resolution porte it is ~ ted. || oat ore panying got upon the Speaker’s table is this: it was } 
I ask that these words be added to it: ‘*And that || ° reported by the committee, and when it came up 

the committee also inquire as to the propriety and || JURORS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMA). | for consideration, and was upon its third reading, ‘ 
ae. expediency of prohibiting the transmission of || Mr. H. MARSHALL. [ask the unanimous || there not being a quorum present in the estimation : 
ee) seeds through the mails.”’ consent of the House to take from the table Sen- || of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones, 
| g _|| consent of ' | g : 

| Mr. BALL. I accept the amendmentas a modi- || ate bill (No. 80) to amend an act entitled “ An || he called for tellers; and pending the call for tell- | 
ivf fication of my resolution. || act to regulate the fees and costs to be allowed to || ers, the on entertained a motion to adjourn, 
_ The resolution, as modified, was adopted. clerks, marshals, and attorneys of the circuit and || and the House did adjourn; and under the rules 
ee district courts of the United States, and for other || of the House the bill went upon the Speaker’s 
INDIAN HOSTILITIES. ; : po pe 
e wep ; . || purposes.”” It is a bill which was before the || table. 
: Mr. FAULKNER introduced the following | House some time since, and upon the third read- I move to suspend the rules to allow me to sub- 
resolution; which was read and adopted: ing of which the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. || mit a motion to take up the bill. . 
nde eet That the President of the United States be, and || Jones] called for tellers, but before it was acted The motion was not agreed to, two thirds not 
“1h natant uh te ‘public toneretes, _ fe re hl || upon the House adjourned. I will state to the || voting in favor thereof. 
ters and other information in his possession, not heretofore ouse that the bill contains a single section, and SUPPRESSION OF INDIAN HOSTILITIES 1N 
ti communicated to Congress in his last annual m » || proposes one single effect. The jurors who serve 
7? Sree nekainton 1 the oereame and nt — of In- |! in the circuit courts of the United States are now OREGON. : 
oh ton, and also the measures which pan gehen g 4 paid two dollars aday. When the act was passed Mr. PHELPS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
: Preserve peace and to give protection to the inhabitants of || Increasing the rate of rey to two dollars a day, || duced the following resolution; which was read, 
tt ead . the cirewit court of the District of Columbia, for || considered, and agreed to: 
5 
: 
. : 
j 
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sion of Indian hostilities upon the Pacific coast. 
PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to report 
back, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
House bill (No. 70) making appropriations for the 


invalid and other pensions of the United States, |! 


for the year ending 30th of June, 1857. The 
committee recommend a non-concurrence in the 
two amendments of the Senate. I ask leave to 


report the bill, and have it referred to the Com- || 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


and printed. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 


an opportunity to report his bill. I call for the 
mun order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of reports from standing 
committees. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Do I understand that 


objection was made to the gentleman from Ohio 


making his report? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 


bama has called for the regular order of business. | 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call for re- || 


ports from committees. , 
BILLS, REPORTS, ETC. 


mittee of Waysand Means, reported back House 
bill (No. 70) making appropriations for the pay- 


ment of invalid and other pensions of the United | 


States, for the year ending 30th of June, 1857, 
with the amendments of the Senate; which was 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. CAMPBELL also, from the same com- 

mittee, reported a bill making appropriations for 

restoring and maintaining the peaceable dispo- 


sition of the Indian tribes on the Pacific, and for || 


other purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will avail myself of this 
occasion to state that I hope the House will, early 
in the morning, resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, with aview 
of considering that bill. It is very short. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


usiness go on. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, I will not make the mo- 
tion now, but [ will yield, with the understanding 


that I shall have an opportunity in the course of | 


the day to report the deficiency bill, in order to 
have it printed. 


Mr. KNOWLTON, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of West 
Drinkwater and others; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to a Committee of the Whole || 


House, and, with the accompanying report and 
ers, ordered to be printed. 
ir. MARSHALL,-of Lilinois, from the same 


committee, reported the following bills; which | 
were severally read a first and second time, re- | 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, and, | 


with the reports, ordered to be printed: 
A 


resentatives Of Daniel Renner and Nathaniel H. 
Heath; é 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Colonel 


Charles Simms, late collector of the port of Alex- 
andria; and 


A bill for the relief of Peyton G. King, late 
receiver of public money at Monroe, Louisiana. 


Committee on Commerce, reported a bill for the 
relief of William er Jr., owner of the 
fishing schooner Go 
w 


to a Committee of the Whole House. 


Mr. W.., from the same committee, presented 
adverse reports in the following cases; which 


were ordered to be laid on the table and printed: 


The petition of John H. Russell, for bounty 


jand, and for other purposes; 


The petition of citizens for a marine hospital 


at Hyannis, Massachusetts; and 


The petition of the captain, crew, and the 


owners of the schooner Lapwing, for bounty. 


THE 


I believe the reg- | 
ular order of business is reports from committees. | 
If we enter upon, and adhere to, the regular order | 
of business, the gentleman from Ohio will have || 


I hope the || 
entleman will not make that motion now, but let | 





ill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- i ie: went a nh z 
Ht Ar. IND » from the Committee on Com- 
| 


Exchange, lost at sea; 
1ich was read a first and second time, and referred 


| Mr. WASHBURNE. I am directed by the || veyor, who shall reside at said city, 
Committee on Commerce to report back a memo- || 


|| rial, referred to the committee, of the citizens of || 
| Macon, Georgia, asking for the erection of a suit- || 
| able building for a post office; and to ask to be | 


discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
| and that it be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I would inquire of 


|| the chairman of the Committee on Commerce if |! 


the question of erecting these public buildings was 
not referred to that committee by a resolution of 
this House? I had the memorial myself referred 
| to the Committee on Commerce, because I under- 

stood that the questions of buildings of that char- 

acter, whether for post offices, or custom-houses, 
| or court-houses, were all to be referred to that 
| committee, and that it was to report on them. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I think the gentleman 
from Georgia is mistaken. I have heard nothing 
about it. 

Mr. COBB. A discussion arose, a few days 
ago, on a resolution offered by a gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Wee er,] to erect a 
public building of this character. Iam this in- 
stant informed by a gentleman from South Car- 
olina, that that resolution was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
If that be so, | have no objection to that refer- 
ence; but | understood this subject was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and it was for 


|| that reason I rose to make objection. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Com- | 


Mr. HOUSTON. That had no reference te 
a custom-house; and that is the reason why it 
did not go to the Committee on Commerce. These 
buildings, which contemplate providing for the 


| collection of customs, always go, in the first in- 


stance, to the Committee on Commerce. The 
resolution of the gentleman from New York re- 
ferred to proposed to build a post office and court 
rooms; and hence he made a selection between 
these two committees. 

Mr. COBB. I was under the impression that 
one committee had been indicated which should 


ings. However, upon the statements which have 
been made, I am willing that this memorial shall 


| be referred in accordance with the wishes of the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce. 
referred to the | 


The memorial was according 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, from the same commit- | 


. a || [iinois, a port of delivery,” report : 
tee, reported back sundry petitions of citizens of | 


post office buildings at 


the State of Maine, for f 
Machias and Castine, Maine; which were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


a bill authorizing the construction of a building 


and ordered to be printed. 


| reported a bill authorizing the construction of a 


|| building at Ogdensburg, New York, for custom- | 
house, post office, and United States court rooms; | 
which was read a first and second time, referred | 


| to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union, apd ordered to be printed. 


PORTS OF DELIVERY. 


merce, reported a bill to constitute the city of Han- 
nibal,in the State of Missouri, a port of delivery; 
whicft was read a first and second time by its tide. 

Mr. K. said: I desire to ask the House that 
There 


| this bill may now be put on its passage. 


|| is a pressing necessity for its immediate passage, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the | 


as a large quantity of railroad iron is shortly 
expected to be landed at that point, and which, 
sao it be made a port of delivery,will have to be 
| handled at St. Louis, or some other intermediate 
| ort, at a heavy cost forthe additional handling. 
| The bill receives the sanction of the Secretary 
| of the Treasury, from whom there is, with the 
| papers sent to the Clerk’s table, a communication 


|| that I ask to have read; and I again express the 


hope that no objection will be made to the pass- 
age of the bill. 

There was no objection, and the bill was read 
through by the Clerk. It constitutes the city of 
Hannibal, in the State of Missouri, a port of 


| delivery; authorizes the appointment of a sur- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing for and | 
accepting the services of volunteers to aid in tlie suppres- | 


Mr. W.., from the same committee, introduced || 


at Nashville, ‘Tennessee, for custom-house, post | 
|| office, and United States court rooms; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


Mr. KENNETT, from the same committee, | 


| the citizens of that city, next to Chicago the large, 
| nois, and its vicinity, that it should be made a po 
| ery, by law attached to the district of New Orleans, with 





771 


at a salary 
of $1,000 per annum, and contains the other pro- 
visions usually made in constituting ports of 
delivery. 

Mr. KENNETT. I have a communication 
from the Treasury Department, which | ask may 








be read. 


The communication was read, and is as follows: 


Treasury Devrartment, March 6, 1856. 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your several communications, of the 28th ultimo and 4th 
instant, and inclosure, in regard to the proposed establish- 
ment of the city of Hannibal, in the State of Missouri, as 
a port of delivery. 

Concurring in opinion with you as to the expediency of 
the proposed legislation in this case, I forward herewith a 
draft of a bill, which, it is believed, will effect the purpose 
contemplated. 


I return herewith a draft of a bill accompanying your 
communication of the 28th ultimo. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. L. M. Kennett, of the Committee on Commerce, 
House of Representatives. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I have an 
amendment which I desire to offer to that bill as 
a second section. I send it to the Clerk’s desk, 
and ask that it may be read. 

The amendment wasread. It constitutes Peo- 
ria, in the State of Lllinois, a port of delivery; 
authorizes the appointment of a surveyor at an 
annual compensauon of $350 per annum, and the 
usual emoluments of the office; and contains the 
other provisions usually made in constituting 
ports of delivery. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I merely desire to say 
that I am instructed by the Committee on Com- 
merce to offer that amendment to the bill before 
the House. A bill was introduced some time 
since by one of my colleagues [Mr. Kwox] to 
constitute Peoria a port of delivery. The com- 
mittee have had the subject fully under their con- 
sideration, and they have instructed me to offer 
this as an amendment to the bill reported by the 
gentleman from Missouri. I ask that the report 


_of the committee on the subject, with the letter 
take charge of this whole matter of public build- || 


from the Secretary of the Treasury, may be read 
at the Clerk’s desk. 
The report and letter are as follows: 
Port of Delivery at Peoria. 
Mr. E. B. Wasunurne, from the Committee on Com- 


| merce, submitted the following report: 


That the Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred 
House bill (No. 58) “to constitute Peoria, in the State ef 


That since the said bill has been before them, they have 
received the following communication on the subject from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, Calling their attention to the 
propriety and expediency of making Peoria one of the ports 
of delivery within the district of New Orleans: 


Treasury Department, March 19, 1856. 

Sir: I have the honor to call the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce of the House of Representatives to 
the expediency and propriety of making Peoria, in the State 
of Lilinois, one of the ports of delivery within the district 
of New Orleans. 

From the position of Peoria, the present considerable and 
rapidly increasing amount of importations into that place, 


| and the existing and anticipated commercial connections 


and means of communication by canal and railroad, as well 
as river navigation, with the gulf, sea-board, and lakes, it 
would, in the opinion of the Department, subserve the in- 
terests of the public revenue, as well as the convenience of 
in [hi- 
deliv- 


| the privileges and facilities afforded by the act of Congress, 
| approved 2d of March, 1831, entitled “An act allowing the 
duties on foreign merchandise imported into Pittsburg 
| Wheeling, Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, Nashvilie, and 
| Natchez, to be secured and paid at those places.” 
| Jt will be necessary to provide for the appointment of a 
| surveyor, to reside at Peoria, and whose compensation, it 
| is recommended, be paid out of the fees and commissions 
allowed by law, after deducting the expenses of the office, 
| and providing that in no case shall bis compensation ex~- 
| ceed $1,200 per annum. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant 


} JAMES GUTHRIE, 
| 


Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. E. B. Wasuevurne, Chairman Committee on Com- 
merce, House of Representatives. 


The Hon. James Knox, a member of the House, has also 
addressed the following letter to the committee on the sub- 


| ject: 

& Wasninoton, February 28, 1856. 
Sir: A bill declaring Peoria, Illinois, a port of dclivery, 

was presented by me in the House, and referred to your com- 

| mittee. z 

| Permit me to suggest to you a few reasons which, iu my 

| judgment, ought to have weight with that comm itiee. 

First, the large and increasing cost of keeping our Gov- 

ernment in motion is drawn from duties on foreign imports, 

| and paid by the the consumers of them ; and it seems to me 

a wise and just policy to give to those consumers facilities 


for — especially when their interests are ad- 
van by such tacltities. 
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Second, in my judgment, the Illinois river is (for its | 
length) the best le river in the United States, 
summer, (being only obstructed by sand bars,) it is continu- 
atly used by the smaller class of boats, which then ply 
nit. While the frosts of winter obstruct other northern 


— 
= 


the vear; and for twenty years (having been engaged in | 
merchandise, I speak from knowledge) it has not, in the 
average, been closed by ice one in twelve months. This 
river, with the Michigan and Illinois canal, form the connect- 
ing links between the lakes and the gulf, furnishing a chan- 
nel of commerce through the richest agricultural portion 
of our State. This canal, you know, was built by the aid | 
of the General Government, and has given to the rivera 


| 
national importance, by connecting the commerce of the 


lakes with that of the Mississippi, below the rapids. . 

Peoria, by the census of 1855, has a larger population 
than any city in our State, Chicago excepted. he steam- 
boat arrivals at its port cannot, I think, fall below a thou- 
sand in the last year, and her merchants import goods from 
ebroad. 

It is urged, as 2 reason for the speedy passage of the bill, 
that several thousand tons of railroad iron are in a few 
weeks expected at New Orleans, to be used in extending | 





railroads eastward and westward from Peoria. The build- | 


ing of these roads will be facilitated by the early shipment | 

of this iron to Peoria; and it will largely benefit the parties 

interested therein, if the duties on the iron can be paid at 

Peoria, during the spring and summer, as it may be used. 
Pray excuse the length and haste of this note. 








our obedient servant, J. KNOX. 
Hon, BE. B. Wasunurne, 
Chairman Committee on Commerce. 

The committee, being satisfied that the public interest | 
will be subserved by making Peoria a port of delivery, | 
report back the bill referred to them without amendment, | 
and recommend its passage. | 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I donot propose to ob- | 
— to the amendment of the gentleman from | 

llinois; but I desire to know what compensation 
is provided for the surveyor of the port he pro- | 
poses to constitute ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Three hundred and fifty | 
dollars per annum, with the emoluments. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. What do the emolu- 
ments amount to ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. That depends upon 
the amount of business transacted at the place. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I would suggest to the | 
—— that he should merely provide that | 

is compensation shall be $350, without reference 
to the emoluments. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I will state to the gen- | 
tleman that this merely allows the emoluments 
which are always allowed in such bills. 

Mr. KNOX. 1 hope the gentleman from Mis- 
sourt will accept the amendment which has been 
proposed. I will say that, since the action of 
the Committee on Commerce on this subject, and 
since the recommendation of the measure by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, I have received a very 
long memorial from the merchants and busifess 
men of the city of Peoria, urging the importance 
of this provision. Peoria is one Gated and 
sixty miles from Chicago, which is the nearest 

ort of delivery in that direction; and some two 
vundred and thirty miles from St. Louis, the next 
néarest. The Illinois river is connected with the 
lakes by the Michigan and Illinois canal, forming 
acomplete chain of water communication between 
the gulf and the lakes. Peoria is the second city 
of the State of Illinois. It has a largely increas- 
ing commmerce. As was stated by my colleague, 
several thousands of tons of railroad iron are now 
lying at the port of New Orleans, and we wish 
that t may be delivered at Peoria. Other 
railroad¥are in the process of construction in the 
State of Hlinois, and it will be for their conveni- 
ence to have this city established a port of delivery. 
For these and other reasons, which might 
stated, I trust that the gentleman from Missouri 
will accept the amendment, and that it, together 
with the bill, ma s. 

Mr. BURN - I move an amendment to 
the amendment as a third section, in precisely 
the same terms, with the exception of substitu- 
ting for ‘* Peoria’’ the words ‘* Columbus, in the 
state of Kentucky." 

Mr. KENNETT. 1 will say to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, that there is a general bill in 
regard to these ports of delivery before the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. We shall take up these 
Propositions, and. submit them to the proper 
officers of the Government, that they may report 
onthem. The amendment offered by the gentle- 
man te the amendment will only kill the present 
bill, which itis important should be passed now. 
There are no pares in regard to it from the 
Pee en I hope, then, that the gentleman 
will withdraw his amendment; and that he will 
let the bill and the amendment in regard to 





| urgent reasons, as the House has been informed, 


|| in regard to the expected arrival of railroad iron, 
rivers, the [Uinois has frequently been open every month in || 


| munication I have is from those who are inter- 





| 










Peoria, which | accept as a modification of my 
measure, be put upon their passage. There are 


why these two places should be now made ports 
of delivery. The others can wait. They will 
receive prompt and proper attention from the 
Committee on Commerce when they are proposed 
and referred in the usual manner. 

Mr. BURNETT. The same reasons which 


Peoria should be made a port of aaeee oe 
apply to the case of Columbus. The Mobile and 
Ohio railroad must terminate, for some time at 
least,at that point. They are looking for a large 
amount of railroad iron to veddiviedl there; and 
it was for this reason that I offered the amend- 
ment to the amendment. It is not submitted with 
any view to the defeat of the bill. 1 have no such 
intention. 

Mr. KENNETT. Has the gentleman any 
communication from the Treasury Department 
in regard to the proposition? 

Mr. BURNETT. I have not. The only com- 
ested in the road. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I wish 
to say a word in relation to this matter. I trust 
that the gentleman from Kentucky will not em- | 
barrass the bill by insisting on his amendment. I 
am willing to go with him for his proposition 
when it properly comes before the House. He 
and the foun will perceive that his proposition 
stands in a different position from that reported 
by the committee in the’ case of Peoria. A bill 
making that city a port of delivery has been laid 
upon our tables. Peoria is the second city in 
Illinois. It has some twenty thousand inhabit- 
ants. There are fifteen to sixteen hundred 
steamboat arrivals there annually. Animmense 
amount of direct importation is done by its mer- | 
chants. The facts on which the recommendation 
rests in the case of Peoria are known to the whole 
country. They are particularly well known to 
the Secretary of the Treasury. He makes the 
recommendation. The proposition of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky emanates entirely from him- 
self. There are no facts to inform the House of 
its propriety. When it is recommended, if it | 
stands within a gunshot of the proposition now | 
before us, | will go with the gentleman to accom- | 
plish what he desires. As it now stands, it isa 
measure about which we have no information. 
Weare well informed in reference to the case of 
Peoria, in the State of Illinois. There are several 
railroads in that State in process of construction; 
some of them are already graded and ready to 
receive the rails. The iron is purchased and about 
arriving, orisarrived, at New Orleans. Itis desired 
to have it delivered at Peoria. If the delivery 
is made at New Orleans, the company will be 
subjected not only to the risk of the loss of their 
iron by accident on the Mississippi, but to the loss 
of the duties. Other ports all over the Union 
have received these accommodations. The com- 

nsation for officers is trifling, merely nominal. 

am willing, if this proposition is carried, to help 
to accommodate any gentleman who has one of a 
similar character, who asks, where it is desired, 
the same sort of protection. 

I appeal to the gentleman not to press his 
amendment. The Popes cannot vote on it under- 
standingly; and I am sure that he does not wish 
to have the interests of his constituency prejudiced 
by a vote casi in the dark. I hope he will with- 
draw his proposition, and have it referred tathe 
Committee o1. Commerce. Let the bill and the 
amendment be passed. I call for the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ofdered to be now put. 

Mr.BURNETT, I withdraw my amendment. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Wasusurne, and it was 
agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was subsequently read the third time 
and passed. 

Mr. KENNETT. I move to amend the title 
so that it shall read, ‘‘ A bill to constitute Hanni- 
bal, in the State of Missouri, and Peoria, in the 
State of Illinois, ports of delivery.’ 

The motion was agreed to. 











\| 
are urged by the gentleman from Illinois why 


eee 
—————————— 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 






| 





March 81, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to 


reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed, 
and also to ay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


REEDY ISLAND, DELAWARE. 

Mr. TYSON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to enlarge and complete the harbor 
of Reedy Island, Delaware river, Delaware; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

JOHN ROBERTSON. 

Mr. MILLSON. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to ask that they may be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 
petition of John Robertson, and that it may be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

It was so ordered. 

GEORGE D. DOUSEMAN. 

Mr. WELLS. I am directed by the Commit- 
tee on Claims to ask that they may be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 


| George D. Douseman, and that the same may be 
| referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


It was so ordéred. 

SOLAR COMPASS IN PUBLIC SURVEYS. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill enabling the United 
States to make use of the solar compass in the 
public surveys; and moved that the same be re- 
ferred to a Committee “of the Whole House and 
printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is not a 
private claim, but a general bill. There is no 
claim under the bill at all, I think, and it ought 
to go to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
of a private claim. 

Mr. JONES. It is no claim against the Gov- 
ernment. As I understand it, the gentleman 
named in the bill has invented this solar compass, 
and now proposes that the Government shall pay 
him for the right to use it, and that they shall be 

ermitted to use it in the surveys of the public 
faite. The public lands are surveyed by deput 
surveyors appointed by the surveyors general; 
and the deputy surveyors who do the work have 
to furnish their own compasses; and they can 
purchase these compasses, if it is necessary that 
they should have them in order to do the work 
under their contracts, or, if they can do the work 
without these compasses, then they can purchase 
those of another kind. Then, sir, if I understand 
the matter aright, the bill is a proposition that 
this Government shall buy the patent right. 
ask the gentleman if the Government has ever 
furnished compasses to any persons who have 
contracted to survey the public lands? 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I will say one word in 
explanation of the matter. About the year 1836 
this claimant invented this instrument, which has 
been used in the public surveys from that time to 
this. A large portion of the public lands never 
could have been surveyed correctly and properly 
without it. It was patented in 1836; but the 
patentee has never received from the Government, 
or from any person in the employ of the Govern- 
ment, any compensation whatever for the use 
of this invention. The Government, as shown 
by the report of the Department, has absolutely 
saved, by the use of this solar compass, mcre 
than a million of dollars in making the puulic 
surveys, besides being enabled to make t) ose 
ee authentic and right. Now, this’ind.vid- 
ual asks the Government to pay him a fair com- 
pensation for the use which they have had of his 
invention; at the same time permitting the Gov- 
ernment to use it hereafter, as they have used it 
heretofore. Now, if this is not a proper matter 
to go upon the Private Calendar, it is difficult to 
conceive any matter which is. 

Mr. JONES. I wish to ask the gentleman who 
reported this bill, if the private contractors, the 
deputy surveyors, in the new countries, are not 
now using this compass? ~ s<. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE, The Government insists 
that they shall use this very instrument, and that 
they shall not make the surveys with any other. 
Certificates from the surveyors general, the 
Commissioner of the General | Office, and 
from various other individuals in the employ of 
the Government for the last twelve years, show 


It is for the settlement 











that the surveys could not possibly be made cor- 
rectly without the use of this instrument. There- 
fore they compel the deputy surveyors to use it; 
and they buy them of the manufacturers, at the 
manufacturers’ cost prices, and nothing is paid to 
the inventor for his patent at all. 


not purchase the instrument to survey the public 
lands with at the price they now do. The Gov- 


ernment uses his instrument emphatically for its | 


own purpose, without giving him any remunera- 


tion. 

Mr. JONES. Before the gentleman from | 
Michigan concludes his remarks I wish to pro- | 
pound this inquiry. He says that certain lands | 


cannot be surveyed without this compass. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I say so. 

Mr. JONES. I ask the gentleman if any lands 
can be surveyed without acompass, and if every 
deputy surveyor is not necessarily compelled to 
have a compass before he can execute his contract 
when he gets one? Then, because he must have 
a compass, must the Government buy a compass 
for him in addition to the price paid Sina for sur- 
veying these lands? Again, sir, if our mineral 
or other lands can be surveyed with no other 
compass than this, and if the 


mand for thatinstrument, and affords the gentle- 
man who holds the right to make it a monopoly 
to that extent for its sale. It is on the same prin- 
ee I take it, that the celebrated case is based, 
which you have had here for some years, of pay- 
ing $100,000 for the application of chloroform, 
because it has been used by somesurgeons of the 
Army and Navy of the United States. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I wish to say, in reply 
to the gentleman from Tennessee, that a eompass 
is re in making any survey. The gentle- 
man from ‘Tennessee propounded the question to 
me distinctly, whether lands could well be sur- 
veyed without a compass? I say that, accordin 
to my understanding, they cannot. I am not ver 
much of a surveyor, but I believe that to be the 
fact. I know, however, from the reports which 
I have submitted, that the mineral lands of this 
country, the mineral lands of Lake Superior, the 
mineral lands of Oregon and California, and the 
mineral lands of Arkansas, cannot be surveyed 
with the requisite correctness by the use of any 
other instrument now known. They cannot be 
made by the ordinary transit instrument; nor can 
they be made by the ordinary magnetic compass. 


They cannot be correctly made except with this | 


instrument. 
general, af 
ogists, an 

time after time, that it was impossible to make 
these surveys without the use of an instrument on 
just this principle. The Government has used it, 
and has paid to the patentee literally nothing— 
nota penny. He now comes and asks for com- 
pensation from the Government for the use it has 
made of his invention, which has benefited them 
millions of dollars, and for which he has received 


nothing. 
GREENWOOD. This is not the proper 


It is so certified by the surveyors 
the acting surveyors, and by the geol- 


Mr. 
time to discuss particularly the merits of the in- 
strument known as the solar compass. The only 
question under consideration is as to the refer- 
ence ef this bill. There can be no question, Mr. 
Speaker, but that the true reference of the bill is 
to the Committee of the Whole House. It is 
evidently a private claim, and the motion of the 
gentleman from Michigan was well made. The | 
object of the bill, as | understand it, is to com- 
pensate the inventor of this very excellent instru- 
ment for the use which Government has made of 
it. It is alleged, and I have no doubt shown 
clearly, in the report, that it is the only compass 
which can be used with any degree of correctness 
in the survey of the mineral regions. Previously 
to the discovery of this character of instrument, 
the deputy surveyors were compelled, in mineral 
regions, to run the line by stakes. There never 
was, therefore, a correct survey made of the re- 
ion fh the neighborhood of Hot Springs, in the 
tate of Arkansas, untilafter the invention of this 
instrument. 

As I understand the object of this bill, it is to 
pay the inventor of the instrument for the use 
which Government has made of it in the mineral 





‘ 


regions, the report alleging that no correct sur- | 


Nothing has | 
been paid to him. If compelled to pay the paten- | 
tee a compensation for his invention, they could 


overnment require 
its use, why, that very fact of itself creates a de- | 


the Commissioner of the Land Office, | 
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veys could have been made without it, and also 
alleging that no benefit accrued to him as the in- 
ventor of this instrument under his patent. I 
therefore hope that the motion to commit this bill | 
to the Committee of the Whole House—without | 
committing myself in favor of the bill—will pre- | 
vail, for the reason that that is the proper com- 
mittee toreferitto. I call forthe previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered; and, under the operation | 
thereof, the bill was referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


LAND OFFICE AT KALAMAZOO, 


Mr. WALBRIDGE, from the Committee on | 
Public Lands, reported back Senate bill (No. 7) to 
continue temporarily the land office at Kalama- 
zoo, in the State of Michigan, with an amendment. 

The bill was read. It enacts that the offices 
of register and receiver of the land office at Kala- 
mazoo, in the State of Michigan, and the office 
itself, continue until such time as, in the opinion | 
of the President, the same can be discontinued 
without prejudice to the public interest. The 
second section directs that the compensation of 
such officers shall be allowed them, according to 
law, during the time of their discontinuance un- 
der the existing order. , 

The committee reported the following amend- 
ment, in the shape of an additional section: 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That the provisions of 
sections one and two of this act are hereby made applicable 


to the land office at Palmyra, in the State of Missouri, and 
the register and receiver thereof. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. I simply wish to say to 
the House, in relation to the land office at Kala- 
mazoo, that some time in the early part of De- 
cember the land office was closed by order of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and 











of the office from that to the office in an adjoining 
|| district, some one hundred miles off. Under the 
representations made by parties concerned, the 
removal of the office was suspended; but it was 
continued closed, and has been closed from that 
time to this. Previously, however, to stopping 
business there, some of the notices which the 
General Land Office has caused to be issued to 

arties who purchased lands, and which were to | 

e issued from that office, were not issued, and | 


notified cannot make their proof at the office, 
because the office is closed; and other notices can- 


office is closed. Itis very important that the bill 
be acted upon immediately, and for that purpose 
I call the previous question. 

The previous 
main question ordered; and, under the operation 
thereof, the amendment was agreed to, and the 
bill as amended was read a third time and passed. 
|| Mr. PHELPS moved to amend the title by 
adding to it, *‘ and at Palmyra, in the State of Mis- 


ene the land offices at Kalamazoo, in the 
State of Michigan, and at Palmyra, in the State 
of Missouri.”’ 
The motion was agreed to; and the title was 
| so amended. 





that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table; 


the officers were directed to remove the papers || 


have not yet been issued. Persons who have been | 


not be issued for the same reason—because the | 


|| _Mr. HOUSTON. 


i as seconded, and the || —- : 
uestion, was seconded, and || vide specifically what amount this clerk is to re- 


souri;’’ soas to makeit read, ‘* An act to continue | 


Mr. WALBRIDGE moved that the vote by | 
which the bill was passed be reconsidered, and | 
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in facilitating the action of the House upon it. 
I would suggest the amendments of the Senate 
to be printed at precisely the place in the bill at 
which they occur, so that the members may un- 
derstand them at a glance. That course was 
adopted at the last session, and very much facili- 
tated the action of the House. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I will adopt the sugges- 
tion of the gentleman from Alabama, and follow 
the course he has indicated, which I recollect was 
| found to be very convenient at the last Congress. 
| The bill was then referred to the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union, and, with 
| the Senate amendments, ordered to be printed. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I now move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union for the purpose of taking up the bill 

reported from the Committee of Ways and 
| Means, relative to the Indian depredations in 
Oregon and Washington Territories. 


CLERK TO A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. PORTER. I ask the gentleman from 
Ohio to withdraw that motion for a moment, to 
| enable me to submit a resolution which Lam in- 
structed by the Committee on Private Land 
Claims to offer, authorizing that committee to 
employ a clerk. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. I will withdraw the mo- 
| tion for that purpose, as I suppose it will accupy 
but a moment. 

Mr. PORTER then, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be authorized to employ a clerk for such portion of the 
present session as they may think proper, on the same 
terms as were authorized by the resolution of this House 
of January 5, 1855. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to amend the reso- 
lution by authorizing the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs to employ a clerk on the same terms. 
| Mr. LETCHER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by authorizing the appointment of a clerk 
for the Committee on the Militia. I understand that 
committee has not held a meeting since 1802, and 
a vastamount of business must have accumulated 


i 


|| in that time, requiring the services of a clerk 


[Laughter. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Lercuer] be added to that 
committee, so that he may take part in the trans- 
action of that business. lRimpwed laughter. } 

The amendments were severally disagreed to; 
and the question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution. 


! I ask the gentleman from 
Missouri to so modify his resolution as to pro- 


ceive, as all the other resolutions of a similar 
character have done, and not refer to some former 
resolution. 

Mr. PORTER. 
tion is $4 per day. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then why not say so in 
your resolution. 

Mr. PORTER. I have no objection. At the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Alabama, I will 
modify the amendment by providing that the 
clerk shall receive a per diem compensation of $4. 

Mr. SEWARD. I should like to know of the 
| gentleman from Missouri what neceSsity there is 


I understand the compensa- 








hich | dt || foremploying a clerk for the Committee on Claims, 

CES Mer ee ware || especially since we have established a Court of 

DEFICIENCY BILL. || Claims, which very much diminishes the busi- 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the consent || ness of that committee ? 


of the House to report back from the Committee ] Mr. PORTER. It is for the Committee on 


June, 1856. The committee recommend that 
some of the amendments of the Senate be con- 
curred in without amendment, that others be con- 
curred in with amendments, and that others be 
non-concurred in. I ask that the bill may be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union, and, with the amendments, be | 


of Ways and Means the bill of the House || Private Land Claims that I ask for the appoint- 
making appropriations to supply the deficiencies 1 ment of a clerk; not the Committee on Claims. 

in the appropriations for the various Departments || Mr. SANDIDGE. Iam amember of the Com~ 

of Government for the year ending the’30th of || mittee on Private Land Claims, and as a member 

'| of the House | am ready to go as far as any other 

|| member in any measure of economy for the pro- 

| tection of the national Treasury. I stand bere 

'| ready to discharge my duties, but I am compelled 

|| to employ a clerk for the transaction of my own 

private business as a member of this bedy; and 

while I am ready to devote all the time in my 


printed. } power, yet I cannot, as a member of the commit- 
There was no objection, and the bill was re- || tee, devote as much time to the investigation of 
ported back. || many bills which have been referred to our com~ 


Mr. HOUSTON. I will call the attention of | mittee as is demanded, in order that ner may be 
the gentleman, from Ohio to a single matter in || presented in a proper shape to the Houses [ 
connection with this bill, which may haveescaped || have now in my desk half a dozen bills, which 
his attention, and which is of some importance |! have been referred to me by the committee for 
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investigation. Many of them originated fifty years 
ago; and it is impossible for me to devote as much 
time to their investigation as is requisite to come 
to an intelligent untlerstanding of the matters in- 
volved in them. I ask, therefore, that the com- 
mittee may have authority toemploy aclerk, who 
ean assist them in looking up the laws and prece- 
dents in such cases. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I desire to ask the gen- 
deman from Missouri if his object in asking for 
authority to employ the services of a clerk, is the 








same as that just announced by the gentleman || 


from Louisiana? 

Mr. PORTER. I will state that the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims have had a large 
amount of business referred to them during the 
present session. They were ep ye in the 
early part of the session, when clerks were au- 
thorized for the other committees, to ask for one 
until they had had a meeting, and ascertained 
whether the amount of business they were likely 
to have was sufficient to make the employment 
of aclerk necessary. Since that time we have 
held several meetings, and have ascertained that 
a very large amount of business has been referred 
to us, and that it will be absolutely necessary 
that we should have the services of a clerk to 
enable us properly to discharge the duties of our 
committee. { 
labors of that committee are notas small as some 

entlemen have seemed to indicate. 
es so large in former sessions that clerks have 
been authorized to assist them in the discharge 
of their duties; and 1 will only state, in conclu- 


sion, that the committee have instructed me to | 


offer this resolution because they consider the 
services of a clerk absolutely necessary, and for 
no other reason. 

Mr. KEITT. I would inquire whether the 

etitions usually in charge of this committee have 
been sent to the Court of Claims? 

Mr. PORTER. They have not. This is not 
the Committee on Claims; it is the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand the gentleman 
to say that the Court of Claims have not jurisdic- 
tion over the business usually referred to this 
committee. Now, I understand that the juris- 
diction of that court, by the very terms of the 
law, extends over the business of die committee, 
so far as it is applicable, as much as to any other 


committee. The labors of that committee will be | 
abridged by the establishment of that court, cer- | 


tainly as much as those of any committee of the 
House. Many of the cases that would otherwise 


have gone before that committee, have doubtless | 


gone before the Court of Claims. 


Now, I do not know, of course I cannot know, | 
But if the | 


what that committee have to do. 
reasons given by the gentleman from Louisiana 


(Mr. SanpinGe} are the only ones for the employ- | 


ment of this clerk, I certainly should not feel my- 
self authorized to vote for it. 
their clerk are to be employed in hunting up the 
laws and precedents, and in furnishing decisions 
for the committee, I certainly should not venture 
to vote for the a of any such person. 
Mr. KEITT. Mr. Speaker, I shall vote for a 
clerk tqthis committee for the reason given by 
the gentleman from Louisiana. [ understand that 
the appointment of the committees is merely to 
distribute tht work of the House; that its object 
1s to collect facts, find out precedents, and present 
principles properly authenticated for the consid- 
eration, and then for the action of the House. 
If that be the case, and this committee has such 
multitudinous work before it, as to occupy too 
much of the time of the members of the com- 
mittee—time which should be properly applied 
to something else—then I think it is the duty of 
the House to throw whatever facilities may be 
necessary in the way of the committee, to carry 
on the public business. 
_ By the organization of the Committee on Claims, 
ithas business to do which must and which ought 
to come back to this House. It will go to that 
committee; and I desire to give them every ad- 
vantage for its consideration. As I understand the 
decisions of that court, I am not disposed to 
attach much importance to them: but I do desire 
that those decisions shall be subjected to a close 
and rigid examination. So far as I have un- 
derstood its recent decisions, it has established, 
or attempted to establish, principles which are at 


will state to the House that the || 


They have | 


If the services of | 
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March 31, 


ness in order was the consideration of the annual 


congressional orlegislative action in any country. || message of the President of the United States, 


| variance with the fixed principles which regulate 


Mr. QUITMAN. 


It seems to me that this | and that upon that the gentleman from Georgia 


|| question can be readily adjusted. The business |, [Mr. Wanner] was entitled to the floor. 


of this House is distributed among the commit- 


| ought to be done b 


us as good guardians of the 
public treasure. 


Vherever, then, a committee 


| to give one. 
| The question was taken, and Mr. Porter’s 
resolution was adopted. 

APPROPRIATION BILLS——SPECIAL ORDER. 


. 
‘| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


I am instructed 


|| by the Committee of Ways and Means to offer || 


|| the following resolution: 


Resolved That the bill making appropriations for the 

| current and contingent expenses of the Indian department, 
| and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian 
tribes, for the year ending the 30th of June, 1857; that the 

+! bill making appropriations for the consular and diplomatic 
| expenses of the Government for the year ending June 30th, 


the Army for the year ending 30th of June, 1857; that the 


bill making appropriations for fortifications and other works || 
of defense, and for repairs of barracks and quarters for the || 


year ending the 30th of June, 1857; that the bill making 


June, 1547; that the bill making appropriations (or the naval 
service forthe year ending the 30th of June, 1857; and that 


the Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 1857, be 
made the special order of the day for Tuesday, April loth, 
1856, at one o’ciock, p. m., to be considered in the order 


of the day, at the same hour, for every day thereatter, [Mon- 


have been disposed of. 


Mr. MEACHAM. 
and move that it be laid upon the table. 
|| TheSPEAKER. 


is therefore not in order. 


| Mr. CAMPBELL. 
| 


suspended in order that it may be introduéed. 
The question was taken; and the rules were 

|| suspended for the purpose indicated. 

| Mr. CAMPBELL. 


|| question on the adoption of the resolution. 
|" Mr. H. MARSHALL. Under the 135th rule 
the general appropriation bills have precedence 
of all others; and I would like to know what 
necessity there is for the adoption of the resolu- 
tion? 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be now put. 


nays on the adoption of the resolution. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The resolution was then adopted. 
Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote 


: a 


| moved that that motion be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the rules be 


I object to the resolution, i to appropriate the sum of $300,000, to be expended 
| 


The resolution has not been | 
introduced, and the motion to lay upon the table || 


I call for the previous 


| 
| 
| 


| by which the resolution was adopted, and also | fexiad © it, as introduced by the gentleman from 


tees, and surely they are the best judges of what 


unanimously apply for a clerk, I think we ought | 


appropriations for the legislative, executive, and judicial | 
expenses of the Government for the year ending the 30th of | 


the bill making appropriations for certain civil expenses of || 


above named ; and that they continue to be the special order | 


days, Fridays, and Saturdays excepted,) till said bills shall || 


I move that the rules be | 


} 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to post- 
| pone the consideration of the President’s mes. 
sage, and to take up the bill reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means this morning, 
making appropriations to restore and preserve the 
— isposition of the Indian tribes on the 

acific, and for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. he Chair would remark 
to the gentleman from Ohio that his motion can. 
not be entertained, unless the gentleman from 
Georgia yields the floor. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. [ask the gentleman from 
Georgia to yield me the floor, that I may make 
| the motion. I hope the committee will proceed 
to the consideration of the bill reported thig 
morning. 


Mr. WARNER. 


I understand that if I yield 


_|; to the gentleman I shall lose my right to the 
1857; that the bill making appropriations for the support of | 


floor. 
The CHAIRMAN. 


Whenever the House 
again takes up the President’s message, the gen- 
tieman from Georgia will be entitled to the floor. 
Mr. WARNER. Then I yield to the gentle- 
man from Ohio. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 
which I have stated. 
The motion was agreed to; and the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill making ap- 
propriations for restoring and maintaining the 
ee disposition of the Indian tribes upon the 
acific, and for other purposes. 


I now submit the motion 


The bill, which was read in extenso, proposed 


under the direction of the President of the United 
| States, for restoring and maintaining the peace- 
able disposition of the Indian tribes onthe Pacific; 
and also the sum of $120,000 for the purchase of 
gunpowder for the Pacrfic coast. 
r. CAMPBELL. 1 ask to have the bill read 
sections for amendment. 

The Clerk read the first section. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Mr. Chairman, the 
bill reported by the Clerk is the bill recommended 
by the Committee of Ways and Means as an 
amendment to the bill referred to it. I ask for 
| the reading of the original bill, so that the com- 
| mittee may see the amendment proposed by the 
| Committee of Ways and Means. 





1 The original bill was reported. It 7 


Mr. MEACHAM. I call for the yeas and || $900,000, to be expended by the Prest 


suspended, and that the House resolve itself into | 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. LAKE. 
pend his motion so that I may present a resolu- 
tion of inquiry. 

Mr. CA {PBELL. I yield for that purpose. 


which was read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
affording the same extra pay and allowance to the officers 
and men that composed the garrison of the post at Fort 
Kearny, which was allowed to those that composed the 
garrison of the post at Fort Laramie, under the act entitled 
** An act making appropriations for the support of the Army 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1850,and for other 
purposes ;’’ and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

The question recurred on Mr. Campse.y’s 
motion; and being put, on a division there were— 
ayes 72, noes 31. 

Mr. CLINGMAN called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cuiveman 
and FLAGLER were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 83, noes 33. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Mace in the chair.) 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN OREGON, ETC. 
The CHAIRMAN stated that the first busi- 


| 
Mr. LAKE offered the following resolutinn; | 


I hope the gentleman will sus- | 


| 
taining the peaceable disposition of the Indian 


ent of the 
| United States in suppressing Indian hostilities in 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I will state very briefly 
that the Committee of Ways and Means have 
thought proper to amend the bill which was re- 


} the Territories of Oregon and Washington. 
} 
| 


Oregon, so as to make it conform ta the recom- 


|| mendation of the head of the Department of the 


| 

| Interior, on which the bill is predicated. It will 

| be observed that the original bill seems to contem- 

| plate rather a warlike contest with the Indians on 

| the Pacific. —The Committee of Ways and Means 
have thought that, perhaps, a more friendly indi- 
cation of Congress on this subject, towards these 

| tribes, would better secure the great ends which 
the gentlemen desire—peace on that frontier. 
The recommendation of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, accompanying the President’s annual 
message, is that an appropriation of $300,000 be 
asked from Congress, to be expended, under the 
direction of the President, in ‘* restoring and main- 


tribes on the Pacific.”? It might lead to a very 
interesting disquisition were we to stop here to 
inquire into the origin of the troubles there; but 
the committee are satisfied that there is a pressing 
necessity just at this time for an appropriation 
of money, as recommended to be placed in the 
President’s hands, with a view to the cultivation 
of the friendly disposition of these tribes; and 
a have therefore reported an amendment to the 
ill. 

As to the other amendment, I will explain that 
there is recommended by the Secretary of War an 
agg of money to procure and send to 
the Pacific coast powder that is nece on that 
frontier. The Committee of Ways and Means 
reported an item in the ar bill making appro- 
priations for the Army; but, in view of the cir- 
cumstances, they have thought proper to append 
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that appropriation to this bill, in order that the 
War Department may avail itself of an early 
appropriation, so as to have the powder taken | 
there atan early period inthe season. They have, | 
therefore, taken the item from the regular appro- 
priation bill,and appended it to this, believing that 
it is the best place for it, and that the public ser- 
vice requires it should be done. The reason why 
a sufficient supply of powder has not been sent to 
that coast is because there were no proper facili- 
ties for keeping and preserving it after it was | 
taken there. These are the only items in the | 
bill; and that is all I deem it necessary to say in | 
reference to them at present. 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not desire to interpose 
any obstacle in the way of the bill reported by 
the committee; but there are some facts in connec- 
tion with the difficulties in Oregon which should | 
be known to the committee. The Governor of | 
the Territory has called out a large force, at a | 
very great expense, and this force is, I believe, | 
at present in the field. It strikes me, therefore, 
with all deference to the chairman of the Committee | 
of Ways and Means, that there is no great ne- | 
cessity for haste in this matter. If gentlemen | 
will look at Senate executive document, No. 26, 
they will find a communication from General 
Wool, who is chief in command in that depart- 
ment, which develops a state of affairs there that 
astonishes me, and will, I think, astonish every 
member of the House. lt appears that the Gover- 
nor of the Territory refuses to act in conjunction 
with the commanding general of that department, 
and has drawn out a powerful force; and it is 
charged by the agent of Indian affairs, and by the 
general in command, that these volunteers called 
out, and horses purchased,eand all the arrange- | 
ments made, are for the purpose of depleting the 
Treasury of the United States. I do not make 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


these charges, but they are made here by the || 


regular officers of the Government, acting as the 
agents of the Government in the employ of the | 
Government. These charges, contained in tl | 
regular executive documents, made against r 
Governor of the Territory, and against citizens 
of Oregon, require explanation. They require, at 
the hands of this House, an investigation of the 
matter before we make an appropriation. For | 
instance, | would read one paragraph from the | 
communication of General W ool, the commander- | 
in-chief. It is found at page 49. On page 48, | 
General Wool states that, with the force which | 
he has under his command, he hopes to be able, | 
as soon as the season opens for operations, to 
bring the war to aclose. But I will read from | 
General Wool’s letter to the Secretary of War: 


“In my communication of the 25th of December to the 
headquarters of the Army, I mentioned that Governor 
Curry called out but one regiment of volunteers, and pur- 
chased or hired one thousand horses. I have learned since 
that he called for two regiments—one for Washington Ter- 
ritory, and the other for southern Oregon, both mounted, | 
and which required about two thousand horses. The horses 
ot Colonel Nesmith’s regiment, it is reported by the vol- 
unteers, are no longer fit for service, and the Governor 
intends (so it is reported) to furnish them with a fresh 
relay; the expense of all of which, together with the 
enormous prices paid for everything the volunteers have 
received, will amount to more than $2,000,000, some say 
$3,000,000 ; and General Adair, collector of customs at As- 
toria, says it will amount to $4,000,000.” 


——————————————— 


Under such a statement as this, representing a 
general protest against this action upon the part 
of Governor Curry, we are called upon hastily 
to make an appropriation without, as it seems to 
me, the proper investigation. I would call the 
attention of the chairman of the committee which 
reported this bill to the House, to the different 
communications presented by the proper officers 
of the Government; not only the communication 
of General Wool, but the communication of the 
commissioner of Indian affairs, it seems to me, 
warns us to be careful how we hastily make such 
an appropriation as we are now asked to make. 

Mr. LANE obtained the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania, rose. 

Mr. LANE. [I will yield to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania with pleasure. 

Mr..CAMPBELL. I have but a word tosay. 
This appropriation was asked for by the Presi- 
dent at an early period in the session, and should 
have been properly inserted in the deficiency bill. 
The only fn now proposed by the Committee 
of Waysand Means is, to place the appropriation 
in a separate bill, which they have done on the 
ground of the pressing necessity which exists for 
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| those distant Territories from destruction. 
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making the appropriation. They have based 
their report upon the information received by the 
last steamer, which is subsequent to that read by 
my colleague from Pennsylvania, [Mr. ALutson. } 
The information but yesterday found its way into 
the public press to the effect that the settlers in 
Washington and Oregon Territories are being 
murdered by ruthless savages, their wives and 
children burned at the stake, and their dwellings 
reduced to ashes. There have been incursions 
of bands of hostile Indians from Vancouver’s 
Island, and numerous circumstances to indicate a 
eneral uprising on the part of nearly all the war- 
ike Indians in Washington and Oregon Terri- 
tories. 

Under these circumstances it must be evident 
to every one that there is a pressing necessity for 
some immediate action upon the part of the Gov- 
ernment. We have, therefore, recommended that 
this appropriation shall be made, and we hope it 
will prove sufficient to enable the hardy back- 
woodsmen of Oregon and Washington to repel 
these invasions, and to protect the settlements in 
We 
can, then, after we have first secured the settlers 
from’ extermination, on a proper investigation, 
hold the officers of the Administration to a strict 
accountability if it shall be ascertained that they 


_ have not discharged their whole duty in the pro- 
| tection of these settlements, and in maintainin 


vr 
friendly relations with the Indians of Oregon and 
Washington. 

Mr. Chairman, shall we refuse this appropria- 
tion, and send back word by the next steamer, 
which sails on the 5th of April, that we are not 
willing to protect the peaceable settlers in the 
Territories, because some of the officers of the 
Government have been remiss in the discharge 
of their duties, though I am not prepared to say 
that they have been remiss? Shall we say that, 
because they have not taken every means in their 
power to prevent hostilities, we will be remiss 
in the discharge of ours? 


ment, and refuse our aid when the people of those 
distant Territories—men, women, and children— 
are being burned at the stake?—when fierce tribes 


of Indians are rushing in and wiping out whole | 


settlements of white American citizens?/—when 
they have murder€d families by the score, and 
have devastated a large section of country? I 
trust not. 

Now, sir, this bill provides, in the first place, 
for feeding the friendly Indians, and maintaining 
friendly relations with them, and thus preventing 
them from joining the warlike tribes. If neces- 
sary, the settlers can be organized into volunteer 
companies; the hardy riflemen of the wilderness 
will earry the Indian method of warfare into the 
mountain fastnesses, and into the almost inac- 
cessible forests of the Territory, and drive back 
these fierce marauders. 

I understand there are large numbers of friendly 
Indians in the Territory who can be maintained 
in their friendly relations to the whites, and, if 
necessary, can be used in repelling the incursions 
of the warlike tribes from Vancouver’s Island 
and the adjoining British possessions. Now, sir, 
I hope most earnestly that, in view of the urgent 
necessity there is for immediate action in refer- 
ence to this matter, the Llouse will not delay in 
making the appropriation. The object of the 
appropriation is to restore peace without recourse 
to arms, if possible. 

Iam reminded by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means of the fact, that the 
committee have changed, by an amendment they 
have recommended, its character from a simple 
warlike measure to one which is to have a direct 
tendency to cultivate peaceable relations with the 
friendly Indians. This is all I desire to say upon 
the subject. 

Mr. READY. Iam gratified, Mr. Chairman, 
that the Committee of Ways and Means have 
changed: the character of the bill which the House 
has been asked to consider and pass upon this 
subject; and I am not disposed to throw any 
obstacle whatever in the way of the progress of 
the bill, as reported by the committee. I hope 
the event may prove that the newspaper reports 
we have received of the Indian depredations and 
massacres committed on our Pacific coast, are 
exaggerated; but whether it be so or not, it is 
enough for me to know that massacres have been 
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committed, Even if one life had been sacrificed 
by the merciless hand of the savage, I should 
hold it sufficient to prompt the speedy and effi- 
cient action of the Governfhent to protect our 
citizens from the dangers which are impending. 
The bill, as it has been reported, as I under- 
stand it, adopts perhaps the most precautionary 
measures that could well be resorted to. It pro- 
poses to place a fund of $300,000 in the hands of 
the President, to be expended by him as in his 
judgment may be deemed proper, for the purpose 
of maintaining and preserving friendly relations 
with the Indian tribes in Oregon and Washing- 
ton Territorigs. I know of no better method that 
could be adopted for the expenditure of this 
| money. It vests, to be sure, a large discretion 
in the President of the United States; but still he 
| is the proper recognized officer of the Govern- 
| ment, in whom that power and discretion ought 
to reside. He is the officer to whom we should 
look for the faithful disbursement of the fund; 
and if we cannot rely upon his discretion and 
| judgment, I know of no other officer in the coun- 
try onwhom we can rely. 
But, Mr. Chairman, my object in addressing 
| the committee was principally to call_its attention 
—and ey the attention of the honorable 
Delegate from Oregon—to certain newspaper pub- 
| lications which have appeared recently in refer- 
ence to the operations of our army, and the vol- 
unteers in the Territories of Oregon and Wash- 
ington. I do not call his attention and the atten- 
tion of the committee to them because I place 
confidence in their truth, nor because I think that 
mere yim sek reports are entitled generally, to 
claim the deliberate consideration of this com- 
mittee, or this House; but | think that it is due 
to the people of the Territories of Oregon and 
Washington, that it is due to the volunteer forces, 
and that it is due to the honorable Delegate who 
represents Oregon Territory upon this floor, that 


|| the facts should be understood, and that he and 
Shall we pause to | 


investigate the conduct of officers of the Govern- | 





those he represents should stand right on this 
subject. I call the attention of the committee 
| to a communication which I find published in the 
Louisville Democrat of the 26th of this month. 
| I will read the following extract: 


“The volunteers, however, who were already at the 
Dalles mounted, and very anxious to exterminate the In- 
dians, could not wait, and after asking and being refused aid 
by General Wool, whose chief wish was to get them to go 
home and attend to their farms, pushed off, and not being 
able to get at the really hostile Indians on account of the 
snow in the mountains, finally did sueceed in getting the 
Walla-Wailla Indians arrayed among the enemies who are 
to be whipped this spring by the troops. The chief of the 
Walla-Wailas came to the camp of the volunteers under a 
| flag of truce, was taken prisoner by them, and after a day 

or two intervening, was murdered, with some three others 
who had accompanied him, and his hands and ears cut off, 
and with some twenty scalps sent into Portland. You are 
at liberty to draw your inference as to my opinion of Oregon 
volunteers. 

“The Oregon papers abuse General Wool for refusing to 
aid the volunteers, and for not having gone at once into the 
field. The facts in the case, however, are, that General 
Wool did not want the aid of the volunteers, and had too 
much sense to make himself a party to the enormous bill of 
some three or more millions which the Governor has run up, 
and which he expects the General Government to pay; 
while there being not a single white within reach of the In- 
dians, he could very well wait until his forces were prop- 
erly prepared to go into and keep the field. The old gentle- 
man did just as he should have done ; only I should have 
liked him to have ordered the volunteers home ; and in ease 
of their refusal, [, for one, would have been glad to have been 
sent to drive them in.”’ 


Here is an extract from a letter to the editors 
of the National Intelligencer. It is said to be 
| froma reliable source: 


“In October last, twenty-five Indians, of whom eighteen 
were women and children, were met by Major Lupton and 
his party of volunteers, and all were barbarously murgaged. 
These were friendly Indians, going to the military r a- 
tion for protection. In December last, two simijgp massa- 
eres by volunteers were committed on the north @fid south 
side of Rogue river, near Butte Creek, about fifteen miles 
from Fort Lane. Such conduct causes all the difficulties 
which General Wool has to contend with. 

«In southern Oregon there are not to exceed two hundred 
warriors in arms against the whites, although the eitizens 
report three hundred. To meet these, in a few days the 
General will have six hundred and fifty regulars in the 
field. With Lieutenant Colonel Buchanan and Major Gar- 
nett in command of the forces in the Rogue River Valley, 
the General anticipates the most favorable results, pro- 
viding the citizens of Oregon will abandon their determina- 
tion to exterminate the Indians, and give up private war, 
and withdraw the volunteers from the field.”’ 


Mr. QUITMAN. Is not the letter from which 
the gentleman has read an extract from an anony~ 
| mous correspondent? 


| Mr. READY. I do not endorse the truth of 
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the letter. I merely read the statements that it 
contains for the purpose of bringing the attention 
of the committee to the fact that there is diversity 
of opinion on the subject of these Indian hostili- 


ties, and that it should be our duty to inquire into | 


the facts of the case. 


Mr. FAULKNER. Mr. Chairman, with the 


permission of the gentleman from Tennessee, I | 


} 


will state that the question of Indian hostilities 
in Oregon and Washington is now before the 
Committee on Military Affairs for its investiga- 
tion. We shall have to enter into an examination 


of the conduct of General Wool, of Governor | 
|| the volunteers an 


Curry, and into the propriety of calling out the 
volunteers of the Territories of Oregonand Wash- 
ington, because we have before us the application 
for the payment of these volunteers for their ser- 
vices. The committee will carefully investigate 
ajl these matters, and report upon them to the 
House. 

There was adopted, this morning, on my motion, 
a resolution to procure all the information in re- 
8 to the Indian depredations in Oregon and 


ashington Territories that can be had, not only || 


in the War Department, but also in the Indian 
bureau. This information we may have in the 
course of two or three days. The bill before the 
body does not properly involve an inquiry into 
the conduct of either 


ment a sum of money solely for the purpose of 
securing and maintaining amicable relations with 
the friendly Indians, who have already been of 
such signal service to us in the wartare which 
has been going on in those Territories. 

Mr. READY. I should regret very much if 
the gentleman from Virginia had so humble an 
opinion of my judgment as to suppose that I did 
not, before I spoke, understand the object of the 
bill which has been reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means this morning. I will not 
attribute to him 

Mr. FAULKNER. I supposed that the gentle- 
man might not be aware that there is an application 
pending before the Committee on Military Affairs 
to pay the volunteers who have been called out 
in this exigency. That application involves the 
whole of the inquiry which the gentleman is now 
discussing, and which will receive a careful in- 
vestigation from thé Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, the result of which investigation will be laid 
before this House, and will afford it full informa- 
tion upon the subject. I supposed the gentleman 
might not be aware of that fact, and that he was 
thus prematurely pressing an ret, upon a 
matter which is not germane to the subject now 
under consideration. In the course of a ver 
few days the whole subject will be placed intake 
ligentl 
from ‘Tennessee may very properly present those 
views in connection with the subject’ with which 
he is now sonewhat invegelarty engaging the 
attention of the House. 

Mr. READY. Of course I was not aware 
that the subject was before the Committee on 
Military Affairs in the form in which the gentle- 
man from Virginia now states it. But that is 
perfectly immaterial to my object. Permit me 
to say, that the gentleman from Virginia has 
wholly misconceived the object I have in view 
in presenting and reading the extracts I have 
read. li is not my object to enter into an investi- 
gation of the conduct of General Wool, either 
to criminate or to exculpate; nor is it my object 
to make charges against the volunteers in the 
Territory of Oregon. But I find these statements 
goimg the round of the public journals. We are 
acing n this whole subject very much upon 
news t paragraphs. he gentleman from 
Oregon, [Mr. Lane,] the other day, when he 
called the attention of the House to the Indian 
depredations in Oregon, based his remarks mainly 
upon newspaper paragraphs. Of that I do not 
complain. I do not think it was at all improper. 

r. QUITMAN, Will the gentleman from 
Tennessee allow me to remind him that on this 
question, upon which we are now acting, we are 
acting upon the best authority—upon the recom- 
mendation of the President of the United States, 
submitted to this House in a special message 
upon the subject? 


Mr. READY. If I had been permitted to go | 





eneral Wool or Governor | 
Curry, or that of the volunteers of Oregon and | 
Washington Territories. The proposition is sim- || 
ply to place at the disposal of the Indian depart- 





before this body, when the ccuteninn | 


on without interruption, and conclude the few 
remarks I designed to submit, I should have been 
through long since. I am sorry that so many 
entlemen seem to have minendabened me. 

istinctly stated, at the outset of my remarks, 
that I was not disposed to throw any obstacle in 
the way of action upon this bill. Someones of 
the bill as reported to the committee, and intend 
to vote for it, but 1 wanted to obtain an explana- 
tion from the Delegate from Oregon, and for that 
purpose I particularly called the attention of the 
yentleman to the reports which had been pub- 
lished in the newspapers. I sincerely hope that 
the citizens of Oregon have 
been grossly slandered by these anonymous 
newspaper publications, and therefore | have 
called the attention of the committee and of the 
Delegate from Oregon to those publications, in 
order that he might set himself and his constitu- 
ents right upon that point; and in order that, if such 
| publications have had any unfavorable influence 
upon the minds of members in reference to the 
mopar of interposing for the defense of the 
Pacific erritories, the explanation which I have 
no doubt the gentleman will be able to make may 
| remove those objections. 

Mr. LANE. I am very much obliged to the 
gentleman from Tennessee for calling my atten- 
tion to the paragraphs which he has just read; 
and I am very glad to have the opportunity to 
vindicate the character of the secgts of Oregon. 
And, sir, when the time shall arrive that I can 
have a full opportunity to do so, I shall be able 
to satisfy every gentleman upon this floor that 
the people of Gonpen Territory are in no way to 
blame forthe war with the Indians, which is now 
in progress in Oregon, and which has been going on 
since last October. We have, sir,inthat Territory 
a Governor who has lived in Oregon since the 
year 1845. He is a peaceable, quiet, orderly, 
sensible, and practical man, and in all the troubles 
which the settlers have had in settling that Ter- 
ritory, he has uniformly been found upen the 
side of peace, whenever peace could be had with 
safety to the people and security to the lives of 
families in that Territory. 

The people of Oregon Soleus are a peaceable, 
law-abiding, orderly people; and they are also a 





Feaepeerle- They have taken pains ever since 


became acquainted with the country, to culti- 
vate the most friendly feeling*with the Indians. 
They lived in the same valleys and districts of 
country with the Indians, and they were anxious 
to do all they cquid to maintain friendly rela- 
tions with them; for we had among our earlier 
settlers many missionaries, who had been sent 
there for the purpose of civilizing and Christian- 
izing the Indians, and of teaching them the arts 
of civilization, and the habits and customs of men 
in a higher and improved social position, as far 
as the dispositions and habitudes of the abori- 
ginal tribes admit of their elevation to the social 
and moral attainments of the European races. 
To this end many devoted men labored with 
an assiduity and a zeal which attested the sin- 
cerity and earnestness of their desire to reclaim 
these untaught children of nature, and place them 
on the catalogue of christianized and enlightened 
nations. Among those who thus labored faith- 
fully and unremittingly, and with a singleness 
of purpose and self-sacrificing zeal which com- 
manded the admiration and respect of all who 
| observed his devoted and untiring labors, was 
the Rev. Marcus Whitman. Never, in my opin- 
ion, did missionary go forth to the field of his 
labors animated by a nobier purpose or devote 
himself to his task with more earnestness and 
sincerity than this meek and Christian man. He 
arrived in Oregon iri 1842, and established his 
mission in the Wylatpee country, east of the 
Cascade mountains, and devoted his entire time 
to the education and improvement of the Indians, 
teaching them the arts of civilization, the mode 
of cultivating the soil, to plant, to sow, to reap, 
and to do all the duties which pertain to civilized 
man. He erected mills, plowed their ground, 
sowed their crops, and assisted in gathering in 
their harvests. About the time he had succeeded 
in teaching them some of these arts, and the 
means of using some of these advantages, they 
rose against him, without cause and without 
notice, and massacred him and his wife, and many 
others who were at the mission at the time. 
I mention these things, Mr. Chairman, to give 
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you an idea of the treacherous and ungrateful 
character of the Indians in Oregon. The blood 
of Whitman, their atest benefactor, was the 
first blood of the whites which was shed by them 
in that Territory, and from that day to the pres- 
ent, they have commenced all the wars which 
have taken lace between them and the white 
settlers. This I say in justice to the people of 
that Territory, and to vindicate them from what ] 
consider unfounded and unjust imputations upon 
their courage and honor. I regret very much, 
sir, that itis necessary, in defense of truth and 
justice, to place myself in opposition to the reports 
of General Wool. He is my old commander. | 
know him to be a good soldier, a gallant man, 
and an accomplished officer. But I know, as far 
as the reports are concerned relating to Oregon 
Territory, that he is mistaken, and that the re- 
ports are not true. The war was commenced in 
Oregon, as I stated the other day, by the Indians 
on the white people. It was not instigated by 
any act of the whites—not induced by any vio- 
lence on the part of citizens of that Territory. 
As I then stated, the Indians commenced the 
slaughter of the white people, from the southern 
ortion of Oregon to the northern extreme of 
ashington, at the very same time, the same 
week of the same month, the 8th, 9th, and 10th 
days of October. 

n confirmation of this statement, I will read 
the following extract from the letter of Captain 
Hewitt, dated November, 1855: 

‘* After two days hard work, we reached the house of Mr. 
Cox, which we tound robbed. We then proceeded to Mr. 
Jones’s. His house was burned to ashes, and Mr. Jones, who 
was sick at the time, was burned init. Mrs. Jones was found 
about thirty yards from the house, shot through the lungs 
face and jaws horribly broken and mutilated. The bones of 
Mr. Jones were found, the fle:h having been mostly eaten 
off by the hogs. We found Cooper, who had been living with 
Jones, about one hundred and fifty yards from the house, 
shot through the lungs, the ball having entered his left breast. 
Proceeded to the house of W. H. Brown. Mrs. Brown and 
child were found in the well, her head downwards ; she had 
been stabbed to the heart ; also stabbed in the back and the 

ck part of the head. The child was below her, and had 

marks of violence uponit. Mr. Brown was found in the 

se, literally cut to pieces. His arms and legs were badly 
cut, and I should think there were as many as ten or fifteen 
stabs in his back. After burying the remains of the bodies 
as well as circumstances would permit, we proceeded to the 
house of Mr. King, which we found burned to ashes, and 
the most horrible spectacle of all awaited us—Mr. Jones 
who had lived with him, and two little children, were burned 
in the house; the body of Mr. King, after being roasted, was 
eaten almost entirely up by the hogs. Mrs. King was lying 
about thirty yards from the house almost in a state of nudi- 
ty, shot apparently through the heart, and her left breast cut 
off; she was cut open from the pit of the stomach to about 
the center of the abdomen; intestines pulled out on either 
side. We performed the last sad rites over the slain, and 
returned to our camp.”? 

Now, sir, but a fewdays before these massa- 
cres were perpetrated here, on or near Puget’s 
Sound, hostilities had commenced in southern 
Oregon, more than six hundred milesdistant. Can 
General Wool or any other sensible man, pretend 
to say that killing off Indians on Rogue river was 
the cause of these murderous outrages? 

I will present another extract of a letter from 
Rogue river valley, a few days before this massa- 
cre occurred: 

‘** The greater portion of the enemy have taken to the 
mountains, and carried with them a large amount of stock 
and other property. Thirty persons have been muycered by 
them between Jewett’s ferry, on Rogue river, and Turner’s, 
on Cow creek. It is now ascertained that Haynes’s family 
have also been massacred.’? 

Now, to show you that General Wool is mis- 
taken, that his judgment has been hastily formed 
and upon erroneous and false data—perhaps the 
willful misrepresentations of others, who thought 
by traduction of our people to subserve their own 
interests, or at least to gratify their ions— 
I ask your attention to the maps which I have 
caused to be placed in view of the members of 
the House, and upon which they can observe the 
relative position and distances of the several 
localities which form the seat, or more properly 
speaking, the seats of war. On the east of the 

ascade mountains, which you observe runnin 
parallel with the coast, at an average distance o 
one hundred miles, is the region or district called 
the ‘* Yacoma country.’’ In this country,before 
hostilities had commenced in the shape of regular 
warfare, the Indians killed Mr. Mattice, a gentle- 
man who was traveling through the country. 
The agent, Mr. Bolan, hearing of the outrage, 
went into the country to ascertain the facts, and 


if possible bring the perpetrators to justice and 


prevent 
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prevent further disturbances. Although an agent, 

rsonally known to them, and from whom they 
Pad received the bounties of the Government, 
he was barbarously murdered; and to give the 
strongest possible manifestation of their hostility 
and exasperation against the whites, they made 
a funeral pile of himself and horse, determined 
that not a vestige should remain to tell the tale of 
his savage and tnhuman murder. 

Wheu the fact of the death of Bolan was made 
known, the regular forces at Fort Vancouver were 
under command of Major Rains, who ordered 
Major Haller to proceed to the Indian country 
er chastise them for the murderof Bolan and 
others. In obedience to the orders received, he 
proceeded to the enemy’s country, was attacked 
C them, surrounded, and narrowly escaped after 
a desperate and most gallant defense Of several 
days duration, with the loss of one fifth of his 
command.* Here was the first commencement of 
hostilities, not by volunteers, but by regular 
forces, who were defeated, notwithstanding the 
gallantry of their commander, and driven from 
the country. This ouey: you will bear in 
mind, lies east of the Cascade mountains, and on 
the Washington side of the Columbia river. 

Colonel Rains, when he found that Haller had 
been driven out of the country, and had only suc- 
ceefled in bearing away his wounded, leaving his 
Jead behind him, called on the Governor of Ore- 
gon Territory for volunteers. 
aid and assistance to suppress Indian hostilities, 
to punish the Indians; first, for killing our people 
oan then for driving his gallant major and his 
whole force out of the country. To that call 
the Governor of Oregon promptly responded. 
He called for volunteers. ‘They turned out im- 
mediately; and having joined with the troops they 
marched into the Indian country. The indians 
on thatoccasion avoided the fight. They avoided 
ageneral battle. The force against them was 
rather strong. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the position of Major 
Haller, at the time he was surrounded by the 


Indians and badly whipped, was up on the Co- | 
lumbia river here, on the northern side of this | 


river, in Washington Territory, in the country 
known as the Yacomac country. This country, 
till within a few years past, has not been settled 
by white people; but within the last few years 


the white settlement has extended east of these | 
Cascade mountains, into nates and Oregon | 
ool arrived in 


Territories. When General 
Oregon Territory he found the volunteers u 
that country, against the warlike Indians. Now, 
I will ask gentlemen and the writer of that letter 
which has been read, whether the troops ought 
to have been recalled at once from that country, 
leaving hundreds of defenseless women and chil- 
dren, scattered about on their claims, exposed to 
the attacks of Indians who had driven the regular 
forces out of the country? If they had, what 
would have been the condition of these people? 
Would there have been one single family left in 
thatcountry? Would there have been one woman 


that would not have been burned at the stake, or | 


one child that would not have been tomahawked ? 


General Wool, when, he arrived took up his | 


headquarters west of the Cascade mountains, on 
the north bank of the Columbia river, or Fort 
Vancouver, [ pointing out the location on the map. 

He ordered the regular forces that were engage 

in theelndian country to fall back on Fort Van- 
couver. The volunteers did not go up there of 
their own accord. They went out at the call of 
an officer of the United States Army. If they 
had left the country with the regular forces they 
would have exposed the life of every woman and 
child there to certaindeath. Ought they to have 
done so? Will any man say to the people of 


Oregon that these volunteers should have fallen | 


back upon the settlements, or gone into quarters 
and put themselves under cover, leaving the wo- 
men and children of the country to fall under the 
tomahawk of the savage? No, sir. It is a slan- 
der when it is said that the volunteers of Oregon 
went there with a view of making war upon any 
other Indians than such as murdered our people, 
and as were ready to bury the tomahawk in the 
heads of women and children. 

What would have been said of the Governor 
of Oregon, if he had acted as General Wool did, 
and ordefed the volunteers out of the country, 
leaving it exposed to the savages? So far from 
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|| of making such an explanation as will relieve us | 


doing it, he maintained his position. Those 
troops were commanded by a noble and gallant 
young man, by the name of Kelly, who went 
out to that Territory a few years ago from the 
State of Pennsylvania. He is known to some 
of the members of this House. He is a brave 
and gallant man, a lawyer by profession, and a 
peaceable, law-abiding citizen. He took the com- 
mand of these forces in the place of my gallant | 
friend Nesmith, who was compelled to quit the | 
service on account of sickness‘in his family. Soon 
after his taking the command, the Walla- Wallas, | 
Yacomas, and other tribes of Indians throughout 
the whole extent of country east of the Cascades, 
made a pe attack upon his command. And, 
sir, while fighting for life, when his ammunition | 
had been expended, when he had fired his last | 
volley, with ammunition almost exhausted, and 
scant of provisions—for he was for four days sur- 
rounded with these hostile Indians—I say while 
thus fighting for life, under these circumstances, | 
the regular troops, under the orders of General 
Wool, were marching to their winter quarters. 
And, as I am informed, when Kelly applied for 
powder and other supplies, that officer shut his 
magazines and refused the supplies. 

Now, sir, shall this man be quoted here against 
the people of Oregon Territory? Shall his evi- | 
dence be used in condemnation of the people of 
that Territory, who volunteered to save the wo- 
men and children of the settlements from massa- | 
cre? Shall such an argument be introduced here | 
against the appropriation now asked for? I hope 
not. 

Mr. ALLISON. If the gentleman will permit | 
me for a moment, I desire to say a single word. | 
He asks, why should we bring the evidence of | 
General Wool here as testimony in a case of this 
kind, under such circumstances? Now, I am 
sure the gentleman from Oregon will not object to 
an inquiry, such as was propounded to him, for 
the purpose of giving bins an opportunity of | 
aking the explanation which he is now making | 

the House. 
ents here, official communications from the | 
officers of the Government which can alone speak 
officially upon the subject. How is it possible 
that we can disregard hoes communications thus 











officially made, unless some explanation were || 


made to remove the difficulties with which we are | 
surrounded, in making this appropriation. _ If we | 
are to take the statements of these officers, to which | 
alone we can go for information, we cannot, con- | 
sistently, make this appropriation. The gentle- 
man from Oregon certainly cannot therefore ob- 
ject to such a statement os made by amember | 
of the House, as it will afford him an opportunity 

from the embarrassments with which we are sur- | 
rounded in making the appropriation which he 


asks for. 
Mr. LANE. I am very much obliged to the 
gentleman. I have no disposition to cast imputa- 


tions upon General Wool. I think as much of | 
him as any man in this House, but I do not like 
bis conduct in Oregon. Now, Mr. Chairman, 
these volunteer forces he.ve been organized and | 
maintained for the purpose of protecting the set- | 
dements in the Territories of Oregon and Wash- 
ington, and nobly have they done it, while the 
regulars were comfortably housed in the snug 
barracks at Vancouver. 

By the last mail I have received a letter, from 
which I will read the following extract: 

‘« Will you please present our thanks to the Sec of 
War for his a. in forwarding the Ninth infantry. How 
much itis to be regretted that such promptness has been 
rendered unavailing. General Woo} is now in California, | 
and would have kept that regiment there had he been there | 
when it arrived. He passed them at sea this side of San | 
Francisco, and made unavailing efforts to have the steamer 





bringing them return to San neisco. This, I am in- 
formed by Mr. Hoxie, of Jackson county, who was a pas- 
senger with General Wool. Mr. Hoxie was sent down by 
the quartermaster general, and succeeded in making his 
purchase, as he tells me, when General Wool’s interference 
and influence caused the setlers to decline furnishing the 
powder, and Mr. Hoxie came back empty-handed. Had it 
not been for the Hudson’s Bay Company, at Vancouver, we 
should have been unable to procure this, and other essential 
supplies.” 


This extract I give with undoubting confidenee 
in the truth of the statements it contains, know- 
ing, as I do, the high respectability of the author, 
and simply from a desire to do justice to all con- 
cerned, Sather American citizens or British sub- 
jects. 


We find in our executive docu- || 
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| any considerable force. 


/ most secure hiding-places in the world. 





My friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Reany]—and 
I am proud of having the opportunity of answer- 
ing his inquiries—I have always known to exer- 
cise the soundest judgment upon all subjects ex- 
cept politics. (Laughter.] I say, in reply to his 
inquiries, that at the time these hostilities com- 
menced in the north of Washington Territory, 
hostilities also broke out in the Rogue river val- 
ley, and in one night the Indians traveled many 
miles and killed every man, woman, and child 
on the road, with one or two exceptions; they 
burned every house except one; they killed ever 
woman except one—Mrs. Harris—for whom 
intend to introduce a bill granting a pension. The 


| savages surrounded her house, killed her hus- 


band, and wounded her daughter. She defended 
herself in her dwelling nobly; she loaded and 
fired her rifle eighty times, and made her escape 
during the darkness of the night. Every manon 
that whole route was killed with the exception of 
Wagner, whose wife and children were murdered, 
and who himself fell, on the 22d of February last, 
at the mouth of the Rogue river. Since that time 
the Indians have proceeded to Umpqua valley, 
and murdered people within a few ee of my 
own house, and yet General Wool says there is 
no war in Oregon! They have driven off the 
cattle of the country. Thousands are shot and 
left to decay upon the plains. The last steamer 
brought us the news that the Indians had attacked 
the settlements of the white people at the mouth of 
Rogue river, and destroyed every house, and 
every farm. Every settler-—men, women, and 
children—was killed, except one, and he saved 
himself by hiding. 

It is said that the Indians are few, and that they 
will soon be forced into submission. Whether 
there are two hundred or one thousand of them, 
General Wool will not be able to hurt one of 
them. Iknow them. They will fight; but they 
will never permit themselves to be attacked by 
They will keep out of 
the way. The old General has passed the age 
when he could overtake the Indians. The coun- 
try which is the theater of hostilities is mount- 
ainous, steep of ascent, and affords the best and 
How is 
he to go there with his regular forces and punish 
these savages? Yet his friends said that it was 
for that purpose that he intended to start from 
San Francisco. He has not done so; and he is 
the man that has arraigned the people of my Ter- 
ritory ! 

Sir, the people of Oregon occupy a remote and 
far distant part of our domain—a sort of terra 
incognita to the people of the Atlantic States. If 
their character was known here, as I know it, it 
would require no eulogium, much less a vindica- 
tion, at my hands. or several years I have 
lived in the midst of that people, and I know 
them. I have seen them under all the vicissitudes 
and circumstances incident to this varied and 
chequered life—in prosperity and in adversity, 
iPalbeenee and poverty, in the repose and se- 
curity of home, in the din of battle, where the 
fight raged hottest and the bullets flew thickest. 
They are an enterprising and adventurous people: 
or they would never have traversed sterile and 
inhospitable wastes, scaled lofty mountains, and 
braved the perils and privations of the wilderness 
in search of homes on the shores of the Pacific. 
That they are brave no one can doubt who has 
read of their deeds of heroism in defending their 
families and homes from the tomahawk and the 
torch of the remorseless savage, Ay, sir, and 
they are a patriotic people. Think you that the 
men from Missouri, lilinois, Ohio, and Kentucky, 
who have made their homes in Oregon, have been 
so changed by distance, that their hearts have 
ceased to pulsate with patriotic devotion to our 
country’s flag and our country’s honor? Believe 
it not. They are Americans still—not aliens and 
interlopers from foreign lands. Hear it, gentle- 
men of the so-called ‘‘ American”’ party, you who 
oppose this appropriation, your countrymen— 
not foreigners—are imperiled. American blood is 
being shed—ay, sir, and on our own soil. Ameri- 
cans call on you for succor. Mountains rise 
and wide deserts intervene between you and them, 
but they are still on our own soil; na have but 
changed their chamber in the paternal mansion; 
the same banner which waves from the dome of 
this Capitol spreads. ita folds over them, Is it 
an emblem of protection which the Government 
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buniting—a rag spread to the winds in erision 
and mockery of their perils and their woes? 
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affords to all our people, or a piece of paintéd | ie oy, They wid eet a Slowed cility are wont to consult, as containi 








had left them among the mountains, father, | 
One trait of character the people of @he Ter- || mother, sisters—all slain! 


At my request they 


ritory of Oregon possess in common with their |! undertook to give me a narrative of the massacre 
countrymen, but even this seems to be denied to || —to detail the fiendish barbarities of the maur- | 


them by those whose occupation appears to be to || derers. 


I listened while, with the simple elo- 


malign and traduce all that is generous and noble |; quence of truth—a pathos which only children 
in a people or an individual—those professional || can impart to a story of bereavement and sorrow, 
scribblers, the vultures of the pg who feed || they proceeded with the recital of what they saw 


upon character which has been 


irst polluted and || and what they suffered. But I did not hear them 


destroyed by their own poisonous breath, and || to the end; my heart sickened with the revolting 


who never soar except it be in an atmosphere of || details. 


detraction, like those birds of ill omen which are 


Jpas. 
the Oregonians so characteristic of the a 
of the western States—magnanimity; the chival- 
rous sense of honor, the pride, blended with in- 
nate generosity, which scorns a mean, a dishon- 
orable, or a cowardly action, which revolts at the 


idea of oppressing or of being oppressed, which || 


is quick to resent an insult from an equal or supe- 
rior, but bears with meekness and patience the 


I told them to pause; I could hear no 


|, more. Ah! sir, could the members of this House 
found in no other country except where grows the || have stood around those friendless orphans, as 


1} 


peevishness, the taunts, and even the deliberate | 


insults, of inferiors. In this spirit the people of 


Oregon have borne with patience and forbearance || 


the injuries and insults of the inferior race by 
which they are surrounded. They have thought 
their mission to be to subdue the proud and in- 


soften his rude nature by manifesting towards him 
a friendly and paternal spirit, to reclaim him from 
his savage condition by example—the example 
of a life spent in peaceful industry, instead of un- 
profitable and wasting wars with each other. 

1 am sorry that these humane efforts of the 
Oregon settlers have not been appreciated by the 
savage. Humanity has been mistaken by him 
for a tame submissiveness of spirit; forbearance 
for pusillanimity. The consequence has been, 
that, instead of being benefited by his contact 
with the whites, the Indian has fnhiated over 
what he has erroneously deemed an unwarrant- 


able intrusion upon his domain, until at length a | 


general uprising has taken place for the purpose 
of exterminating the intruders, or driving them 
from the land. Who that acknowledges the right 
of the white race to occupy and improve the lands 
of the natives, (and | know of no one who will 
deny it)—who that acknowledges such right will 
deny to them the right of self-defense when as- 
sailed in their pioneer homes; and who will not 


go further than this, and say that, where their | 
numbers and their means are inadequate to their | 
defense, itis the duty of the Government to afford | 
them protection, and save them, not from destruc- | 


tion merely, but from a destruction by a refine- 
ment of cruelty, an exquisiteness of torture 
known only in the annals of Indian warfare ? 

I will have an opportunity of explaining these 
things more fully at some future time. | will not 
consume the time of the committee now. La 
prepared to go into the subject fully. I have 
anucipated, | think, nearly every objection which 
ean possibly be made to the conduct of the Ore- 

on volunteers, or of the settlers in that Territory. 
F'shall be prepared to furnish all the information 
on the subject which gentlemen may desire. I 
only ask what is right—nothing more; and, if I 
do uot greatly mistake the character and feelings 
of the members of this House, | am sure they will 
not refuse my just demand. 

The purpose of the appropriation as stated in 
the bill is ** to restore and preserve friendly re- 
lations with the Indians.”’ 

Another object of the appropriation is to fur- 
nish the means of ransoming the prisoners who 
have already been taken by, or who may hereafter 
fall into the hands of, the Indians. Already 
several prisoners are in their hands, men, women, 
and children, liable at any moment to be put toa 
cruel death. Perhaps by a timely appropriation 
of the kind asked for, the lives of these prisoners 
may be saved. Does any one begrudge the appli- 
cauon of the public money to a purpose so hu- 
mane? Does any one dare to say that the whole 
$900,000 would be an extravagant price to pay for 
the ransom of one—only one of those helpless 
infant captives, whose wailing cry is music to the 
ears of his cruel captors, drunk with the blood 
of his slaughtered parents. There went from 
Missouri, in 1853, a party of nineteen. In 
August of that year I saw, in Oregon, two boys, 


| 
} 





} 








|| as the perpetrators of the massacre. 





| allude to that trait in the character of || they stood among strangers, relating the story 
} of their sufferings and their wrongs, there would 


have been no occasion for me to speak here to- 
| day. They would have heard a speech such as 
| they never heard before, and such as, I pray to 
| God, { may never hear again—the speech not of 
two untutored, friendless orphans, but nature, 
sir, nature speaking to the great heart of the 
American people, heaving it up, as with a 
giant’s power, from its cold apathy into a burn- 
| ing thirst for revenge, a stern resolve to avenge 
the wrongs and defend the rights of outraged 


|| humanity. An attempt was made, as already 


| stated, to punish the perpetrators of this outrage. 


|| Major Hatler was sent forward with several com- 
tractable spirit of the savage by kindness, to | 


| panices of regulars, and succeeded in procuring the 
| surrender of a few Indians, who were put to death 
sut whether 
| the innocent were surrendered, and the guilty 
| escaped, is a question I am unable to answer. 
| From my knowledge of the Indian character, I 
would not be surprised if, in this instance as in 
others, they had recourse to vicarious punish- 
ment—shielding the guilty by substituting the 
innocent. 

Unless such means are taken as General Wool 
will not take—but such only as the volunteers 
| will take—to put an end to these outrages, se 
| tlement in Oregon Territory will be retarded? 
| Already thousands of acres, once cultivated and 
repaying the labors of the husbandman with 
| abundant harvests, are now in the possession of 
| the Indmns—the houses burnt, the fi 
The eighty thousand people of the Territory are 
| scattered along the coast, from the mouth of 


|| Columbia river to the southern boundary, on both 


sides of the Cascade mountains. 
Mr. BOYCE. How many warriors can these 
hostile Indians bring into the field? 
Mr. LANE. I am glad that lam asked the 
uestion. In my remarks, published in Satur- 


the number is twenty-nine thousand. I meant to 
say that it wastwenty thousand. There are fully 
that number in Oregon and Washington. They 
are notall at war with us, and we are thankful 
that they are not. If they were united, they 
could sweep off the entire settlements, 
of them are friendly to us. It is the purpose of 
this appropriation to preserve their friendly feel- 





others as may not have joined the war parties. 
One word more, and | have done. My friend 
from Tennessee [Mr. Reapy] read an account of 
a massacre which is said to have been perpetrated 
by the whites. Now, one word of explanation 
of that occurrence. In 1853 a general war broke 
out between the Rogue river Indians and the 
whites. That was broughton by the Indians. I 
recollect that, on receiving the news, | mounted 
my horse and joined the troops, and on the 24th 
of the month of August we fought the last battle 
that we had during that war. [n that battle my 
friend, Captain Alden, while leading his men to 
the charge with that impetuous valor, so charac- 
teristic of the American soldier, fell, severely but 
not mortally, wounded. It is due to Captain 


Alden to say (and I cannot permit this oppor- | 


tunity to pass without bearing my humble testi- 
mony to his merits) that, though educated at West 
Point, he combines in the highest degree the 
qualities which distinguish the American ‘citi- 
zen soldier’ from the military automatons, the 
‘fighting machines’’ of this and all other nations. 


Ids desolate. | 


ay ’s Globe, Lam made by a misprint to say, that | 


A portion | 


ings, and to secure amicable relations with such | 


ONAL GLOBE. 





' 
| 








Brave without rashness, accomplished, athorough | 


master of tactics, as taught in the schools, he has 
sufficient talent not to be trammeled by the anti- 
quated ideas embodied in the moldy volumes 
which plodding dullness and oetogenarian imbe- 
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' all th 
mysteries of the military art. In addition to ine 


or his warmth of heart and ever genial 

ow of as endear him to his soldiers, as hig 
valor and conduct inspire them with confidence 
in himasa leader. [rejoice that to the aggregate 
of mischief done by the Indians in Oregon the 
have not added that of destroying the life of this 
brave and valuable officer. 

But to proceed. The enemy asked for a talk, 
I entertained their application, and ordered the 
talk; and the result was, we made a peace, | 
then disbanded my troops for the purpose of pre- 
venting further expense, which was every hour 
accruing. In this I was sustained by the people, 
who did not, and never have desired that troops 
should continue under arms longer than was ab- 
solutely necessary for the a of defense 
and protection. A few of the tribes would not 
come in and make peace, and they have been 
making war upon the whites ever since. Last 
summer they commenced hostilities against our 
people as ee) were going to or returning from 
Cab fornia. on information of this outbreak 
being eouived at Jacksonville, Major Lupton 
raised a company, and proceeded to the scene of 
trouble. He there found the bodies of the mur- 
dered, and pursued the trail of the perpetrators to 
their encampment on Butte Creek. These Indians 
did not belong to that portion of the tribe who 
had made peace. He found stolen property in their 
hands. A fight ensued, in which the Major him- 
self was killed, and many of the Indians were 
slain. They were not peaceable, inoffensive peo- 
ple, as has been stated be some of the reports put 
in circulation, but a murdering, thieving set, who 
were in the habit of waylaying on the road, and 
robbing and killing, the unwary traveler. 

The Indians who were placed upon the reserve 
near Fort Lane were under the care of an agent 
who had done all in his-power to maintain friendly 
relations, and was ably seconded by an able and 
allant officer of the Army, Captain A. J. Smith, 
in command of the fort. A portion of these In- 
dians have not since made war upon the whites, 
and have not joined the war party. The bands 
which did not come into the peace terms have 
been waging war ever since, and Major Lupton 
was right in punishing them. That was no just 
cause of war. 

Now, let me give you an idea of the character 
of these Indians, their mode of warfare, and their 
ability to cope with our forces. Soon after the 
massacre of our people, on the 8th or 9th of Oc- 
tober, Captain A. J. Emith, of the army, attacked 
the Indians in their position, with about three 
hundred and fifty men. The Indians had about 
the same number. He fought them from daylight 
until dark, but he was not able td dislodge them; 
and at last was obliged to fall back, leaving them 
in their position; and the same Indians, with rein- 
forcements from other bands, have since attacked 
the settlements and destroyed many families; and 
they will continue to do so until they are met with 
a sufficient force to subdue them. That is the only 
way to secure peace with the Indians. 

I will here read, for the information of the 
House, an extract from the New York Tribune, 
presenting a graphic, but truthful, sketch of the 
condition of things existing in a portion of Ore- 
gons and I will ask the apologists of General 

Vool, after reading this, whether a state of war 
exists in the Territory, whether it was provoked 
by the aggressions of the whites, and what plea 
they can offer in defense of the conduct of Gen- 
anal: Wool in leaving the Territory a prey to 
Indian rapacity and outrage? Understand me, 
sir, | am not the accuser of General Wool. The 
people of Oregon are his accusers. I will not 
say that he stands in the attitude of Hastings, 
when accused by the people of India of oppres- 
sion and corruption in office; but I will say that 
he stands arraigned before the great tribunal of 
public opinion; and, as one who was once his 
comrade in arms, one who followed where he 
led, I sincerely hope that no severer verdict may 
be pronounced against him than that he has 
committed an errorof judgment. But here is the 
extract: 


*‘ Yesterday (Sunday) morning we were favored with 
the perusal of a letter written by Robert Smith, a settler 


up the coast, to Mr. Miller, living in the neighborhood of 
Whateshead, informing the fatter that on the 22d February, 
while William Hensly and Mr. Nolan were some 
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pistol river Indians. 
shot off, besides receiving several buck-shot wounds in his 
race. ‘lhe horses fell into the hands of the Indians. 

« The letter alvo contains a request to urge forward from 
Crescent City any volunteers that may have been enlisted. 

“Prom F. H. Pratt, Esq.,a resident at the mouth of 
Rogue river, who arrived last night in the schooner Gold 
Beach, we received the startling news that the Indians in 
that district have united with a party of the hostile Indians 
above, and cOmmenced a war Of extermination against the 
white settlers. 

“The station at Big Bend, some fifteen miles up the river, 
having been abandoned several weeks previous, the Indians 
made a sudden attack on Saturday morning, February 23d, 
upon the farms about four miles above the mouth, where 
somu ten or twelve men of Captain Poland’s company of 
volunteers were encamped, the remainder of the company 
being absent, attending a ball on the 22d, at the mouth of 
Rogue river. 

“ The fight is stated to have lasted nearly the whole of 
Saturday, and but few of the whites escaped to tell the 
story. ‘The farmers were all killed. 

‘‘ [tis supposed there are now about three hundred hos- 
tile Indians in the field, including those from Grave and 
Galaise creek and the Big Meadows. They are led by a 
Canada Indian, named Enos, who was formerly a favorite 
guide for Colonel #rémont in his expedition. 

‘“‘ List of Killed.—Captain Ben Wrigit, H. Braun, E. W. 
Howe, Mr. Wagoner, Barney Castle, George McClusky, 


Mr. Seaman, Mr, Warner, Jolin Geisell and three children, 
P. McCollough, S. Heidrick, Joseph Serroe and two sons. 
“ Besides three or four, names unknown, Mrs. Geisell 
and daugiiter are prisoners, and in the hands of the Micano 
band of Indians, about eight miles up the river. Dr. M.C. 


White escaped by jumping into Yuca creek, and secr 
himself under a pile of drift-wood, remaining there i 
hour and a half, and until the Indians had given up Te | 
search.”? 

I will say no more upon this subject, but beg 
the House to pass this appropriation, so that it 
may go out under the direction of the President 
of the United States, for the purpose of maintain- 
ing the friendly disposition which now exists 
among many of the tribes in that Territory, and 
to give security to the settlements, and safety to 
the women and children whose lives are now in | 
extreme jeopardy. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Ido not propose to detain 


the House any length of time upon this question; || be done with the money—to pay the friendly In- 


but as the gentleman from Tennessee has seen 


fit to call upon the distinguished Delegate from || 
Oregon, and upon those interested in this matter, || 


for information in reference to the various reports | 
which have reached us from the Pacific coast, I 
should feel that [ was not doing my constituents 
justice, or the committee justice, if I kept silence. 
| am sorry that the gentieman, at the same time 
that he tells the committee that he does not be- 
lieve the reports contained in the paper which 
he has read—that he believes it perpetrates a 
slander upon the people of Oregonand Washington 
Territories, saw fit to read them upon this floor. 
They do contain slanders. They contain what 
is not true in relation to the causes of this war; 
and when the proper ime comes it can be shown | 
here, not by newspaper reports, not by anony- | 
mous letter-writers, but by officialdocuments that, | 
that war was whelly and entirely unprovoked by 
the whites; that it was a war commenced by the 
Indians, and had been contemplated for twelve 
months previous to its breaking out. The very 
fact that it broke out upon the northern boundary 
of Oregon, and the southern boundary of Wash- 
ington Territory at the same time th 

menced in southern Oregon and in California, a 


distance of six hundred miles apart, shows that | 


it was long previously contemplated. 

But I do not propose at this ime to enter into 
». discyssion of the merits of the question which 
General Wool and Governor Curry have gotten 
up between themselves. I do not think that this 
is the time to do that. I conceive that the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Virginia has taken the 
proper view of this question, and that it matters 
not, so far as the question under consideration 
is concerned, whether General Wool’s report is 
correct, or whether Governor Curry’s report is the 
true one. This case involves neither General 
Wool’s nor Governor Curry’s character, nor the | 
mode and manner of conducting that war. This 
is simply a request of the President of the United 
States, based upon information received from the | 
Indian superintendent of that Territory, that | 
$300,000 be placed at his disposal for the purpose 
of maintaining friendly relations with those In- 
dians who have not taken up arms. It matters 
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Mr. Hensly had two of his fingers | 





| appropriation is required. 
| pose of getting up a military expedition into the 


| ing volunteers who may have serve 


| payment of the expenses of this war. 





at it com- | 





not whether it be true, as the anonymous letter- 
writer asserts, that the Walla- Walla Indians were 
peaceable—that their chief was murdered or bru- 
tally massacred. If they are friendly, this $300,000 | 
is asked for the purpose of maintgining their | 





friendship. It is known that those who have 














heretofore been friendly are constantly joining | 
| the warlike party; and it is absolutely necessary 


that the superintendent of Indian affairs should 
have funds to enable him to prevent this com- 
bination. If all the tribes in that Territory which 
are now friendly should join those who are hos- 


| tile, they can sweep the whole country in less 


than twenty days. 


At the time the last reports left Puget’s Sound, | 


the superintendent of Indian affairs —the Gov- 
ernor of the Territory — had under his charge, 


and under the charge of his sub-agents, five thou- | 
sand friendly Indians, and was feeding them, 


going on the principle that feeding them was 
cheaper than fighting them. A few days pre- 
viously to the sailing of the vessel which brought 


| the news, a warlike party had entered the res- | 


ervation on which these friendly Indians were. 
They had succeeded in capturing one of the 


Indian agents and holding him a prisoner, until | 
|| they had their talk with the friendly Indians, 


| which had for its object the inducing them to 
Mr. Lara, W.R. Tullus, Captain John Poland, Mr. Smith, || 


join the warlike party. 


Now, it is to prevent this—it is to — the | 
1 


intercourse of triendly and hostile [ndians—to 


| keep the friendly Indians on the reservation—to | 

feed them, and not permit them to roam at large | 

i . | 
through the country where they would be likely 


to be operated upon by hostile bands—that the 
It is not for the pur- 


Indian country. It is not for the purpose of pay- 
heretofore. 
Not one dollar, as | understand it, goes to the 
1 hope, 
then, that the committee will report favorably on 
this bill, and that the House will determine upon 


it, so that the appropriation may be sent out by 


| the next steamer. which leaves on Saturday. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. What do you expect to 


dians? 

Mr. ANDERSON. No, sir, to support them 
on their reservations, and to pay the expenses 
already incurred in herding these friendly Indians 
on their reservations. That is one item in the 
expense. But I mentioned tlrat it is not for the 
purpose, as | understand, of fitting out a military 
expedition into the country. Now, sir, it has 
been. said that there can be brought into these two 
Territories twenty thousand warriors. I believe 
that that is a small estimate of the number of 
warriors that can be raised there. 
include, perhaps, the many more that can be 
broughtdown into Washington Territory, through 


| the waters of Puget’s Sound, through Frazer’s 


river, and the Gulf of Georgia. There are in the 
British Territories, north of us, as many Indians 
as there are in our own Territories; and they are 
equally as warlike, and were, at the last accounts 
from that country, pouring down into our — 
and joining the hostile bands. They are well 


|}armed. They man canoes, in which they go to 
| sea a hundred miles to take the whale. 


The 
have their chests on board of these canoes, with 
three, four, and five muskets to the man. 

It is for the purpose of getting these Indians 
out, too, that i appropriation is asked. Now, 
as the gentleman from Virginia has stated that 
the weeks matter of the conduct of this war is un- 
dergoing the investigation of the Military Com- 
mittee, T do not doubt that when the time comes 
there can be a perfectly satisfactory account given 
of the conduct of the volunteers in Oregon and 
Washington Territories. 1 am satisfied myself 
that their conduct has not been censurable, but, 
on the contrary, that it has been commendable; 
and I believe that, when their conduct is under- 
stood by the country, they will get their meed of 

raise. . 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I feel strongly inclined 
to the opinion that we ought not to act now im- 
mediately upon the question. I listened on Friday 
with a great deal of attention to the speech of the 
Delegate from Oregon, and the portrayals which 
he drew of Indian barbarities are calculated to 
make a strong impression upon this House. But 
I am apprehensive that, under the impulse of such 
feeling, we may possibly commit the error of 
acting too precipitately, and without sufficient 
information. The interest which the speech of 
the Delegate from Oregon induced me to take in 
the matter, directed my attention to the official 


GLOBE. 








It does not | 








779 


t-te 














— 


correspondence; and I rise now more for the pur- 
pose of calling the attention of members to that 
correspondence than anything else. I refer to 
the cougespondence as communicated at the com- 
mencement of the session with the renort of the 
Secretary of War; to the correspondence sub- 
mitted in connecucn with the communication from 
the Interior Department, asking for this $300 000; 
and to Senate document No. 26, communicated @ 
few days ago at the instance of the Senate. 

There is a peculiar state of things connecting 
itself with these Indian hostilities in Oregon and 
Washington. At this time there is a military 
force of the United States troops there amounting, 
I suppose, to over two thousand men. 

Mr. PHELPS. They are one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty men. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Yes, but there have 
been additional troops recently sent out—one 
entire regiment, the ninth, I believe—who are 
there now. The regular troops there number over 
two thousand. We have had a military foree of 
the regular army there, I believe, for the last year 
or two. We have a proposition now before us to 
appropriate $300,000 for suppressing hostilities; 
while, at the same time, there is another proposi- 
tion pending to defray the expenses of Indian hos- 
ulities in that region; and still another bill for rais- 
ing additional military forces for the same Territo- 


ries; and all this in addition to the regular military 


forces under General Wool. At the last Congress 
several bills were passed for the same purposes, 
amounting in the aggregate to near half a million 
of dollars over and above the cost of sustaining 
the United States regular troops. 
are growing upon us. 

These facts I wish briefly to point attention 


These things 


| to; for I have not yet had time to examine all the 


documents. The bill was sprung upon us last 
Friday. I would impress upon the House the 
propriety of giving one or two days’ time to look- 
ing into the facts as thoroughly as possible. The 
suggestion of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
FauLKNER,]| that the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs are about to present a report, giving an 


| entire history of affairs there, ought to have some 


weight in inducing us to wait one or two days 
until we can examine the official information now 
in possession of the Government. 

Bat l would call attention to this further and 
striking fact, that General Wool, at the head of 
the regular forces of that Territory, is urging the 


| pursuance of one line of military action, while 


the Governors of the Territories are pursuing 
quite a different one. They are clashing, tt seems, 
and counteracting each other in their operations, 


| The call on which this bill is founded comes from 


the Department of the Interior, not from the War 
Department; and it proposes, or the original bill 
did, to place money in the hands of the Gover 
nors of the Territories, or the superintendents of 
‘Indian affairs, to be disbursed under a system of 
operations which the military commander in that 


| region does not coéperate with. 


The Delegate from Oregon says that General 
Wool has failed to be efficient, and he seems to 
rely on the volunteers, and superintendents, and 
Governors. On the other hand, General Wool 
reports, that with the regular troops he now has 
there he can soon conquer the Indians, or compel 


| them to sue for peace; that some of the disorderly 
| volunteer companies have caused much of the 


trouble by attacking and killing indiscriminately 
friendly and hostile Indians; and that two volun- 
teer regiments, raised by Governor Curry, are 
estimated to have cost, at the high prices paid for 
everything, three or four millions of dollars. He 
says that lawless whites have ‘‘ determined to ex- 
terminate the Indians in that region: hence they kill 
the innocent as well as the guilty.’’ This, he says, 
causes the Indians to retaliate. In one instance, 
disorderly whites fired on unarmed Indians in the 
custody of the regulars, and the regulars in return 
fired on them, and killed three of them. He 
seems disposed to get rid of volunteers, and says, 
** the Indians are more disposed to listen to rea- 


| son than the lawless whites.”’ In one instance of 


reat emergency, Major Rains, an officer under 
anneal Wool, called on the Governors of Ore- 


| gon and Washington for volunteer companies, 


and General Wool reports that the Governor of 


Oregon ‘“ refused to comply with the call, on the 


ground that Oregon volunteers would not serve 


| under the command of the United States officers.”’ 
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Do we know how the large sums voted last Con- 


gress have been expended? We do know that | 


the commanding general disapproves the general 
operations sustained by these appropmations. 
The statements I quote are not anonymous, or 
from the newspapers, of which gentlemen have 
complained, but are official, and to be found in 
the executive documents before us. Ought we 
not to take some little time to examine them more 
closely ? 

If it is true, as we are told, that this state of 
hostilities exists in those Territories, while I am 
in favor of appropriating whatever amount of 
money is necessary, and of taking whatever steps 





are necessary for the protection of the citizens | 


there; yet I think it becomes us to take some little 


time to examine into the full tenor of these official | 
reports, and learn the actual state of military oper- | 
ations there, that we may ascertain whether this | 
is really as they tell us, a war commenced and | 


kept up by disorderly whites for the extermina- 
tion of the Indians; and that we may conjecture 
what sort of use is to be made of the money we 
vote. 
mittee rise. 


Mr. LANE. 


In this view, I now move that the com- || daughter. 


I would be very much obliged to | 


the gentleman from Tennessee, if he would allow | 


me to make a short explanation before he makes 
the motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Certainly. 

Mr. LANE. 


honorable friend from Tennessee called attention 


to an extract, in which it is stated, that some In- | 
risoners by the troops || 1 think it due to the House that it should have 
elly, were murdered by | 

ave the statement of | 
Kelly himself in reference to this matter in my | 
room, and it is in substance this: When these | 
Indians had fallen into the hands of the volun- | 


dians who were taken 
under the command of 


these troops. Now, sir, I 


teers, under the command of Kelly, he assured 
them that they should be safe under his protection. 
He hoped to make use of them in enabling him 
to get a talk with the chiefs of the warlike tribes 
for the purpose of making a treaty with them. 
They were provided for, took their rest and food 
capiliale with his troops under the care of a 
guard placed over them; but notwithstanding, they 
once nearly succeeded in leading his command 
into an ambuscade. Still they were protected 
from violence, and were omnnek that they should 
be unharmed until his force was attacked by an 
overwhelming force of hostile Indians. They 
were then told that they would be taken care of 
by a guard left for that purpose, and would not 
be molested. The battle commenced, but the 
prisoners essayed to make their escape by knock- 
ing down the guard placed over them. In this 
state of things, with only half a dozen men to 
guard them, as the only means of preventing their 
escape, they were shot dowf, every one of them, 
by the guard. Now,I submit it to the House, 
whether, under the circumstances, it was not 
right to killthem? They had been kindly treated 
throughout. They had been allowed their sleep 
and their food regularly, and had been protected 
from violence. t 
them was the only means in the power of the few 
men placed over them to prevent them from es- 
caping, and from joining the hostile forces. 

ow, sir, | will read to the House an extract 
taken from the New York Tribune, relating to 
this massacre of the whites : 


“ ra (Sunday) morning we were favored with 
the perusal of a letter written by Robert Smith, a settler up 
Ure coast, to Mr. Miller, living in the neighborhood of 
Whaileshead, informing the latter that on the February, 
while William Hensly and Mr. Nolan were “wns some 
horses toward Rogue river, two shots were fired at them by 
Pistol River Indians. Mr. Hensly had two of his fingers 
shot off, besides receiving several buck-shot wounds in his 
face. The horses fell into the hands of the Indians. 

“The letter also contains a request to urge forward from 
a City any volunteefs may have been en- 

i 


“From FP. H. Pratt, Esq.,@ resident at the mouth of 
Rogue river, whe arrived last night in the schooner Gold 
Beach, we received the startling news that the Indians in 


that district have united with a of the hostile Indians 
— commenced a war of extermination against the 
ers. 


* The station at Big Bend, some fifteen miles up the river 
having been abandoned several weeks previous. Indians 
made a sudden atiack on Saturday morning, February . 
upon the farms about four miles above the mouth, where 
some ten or twelve men of Captain Poland 
volunteers were encamped, the remainder of the com oy 
being absent, attending a bali on the 99d, at the mouth 0 


Rogue river. 
The fight ts stated to heve lasted nearly the whole of 


It will be recollected, that my | 











nder the circumstances, to kill 





Saturday, and but few of the whites escaped to tell the 
story. e farmers were all killed. 

“It is supposed there are now about three hundred hos- 
tile Indians in the field, including those from Grave and 
Galaise Creek and the Big Meadows. They are led by a 
Canada Indian, named Enos, who was formerly a favorite 
guide for Colonel Frémont in his expedition. 

“List or Kittep.—Captain Ben Wright, H. Braun, E. 
W. Howe, Mr. Wagoner, Barney Castle, George McClusky, 
Mr. Lara, W. R. Tullus, Captain John Poland, Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Seaman, Mr. Warner, John Geisell and three children, 
P. McCollough, 8. Heidrick, Joseph Serroc and two sons. 

“ Besides three or four names unknown, Mrs. Geisell and 
daughter are prisoners, and in the hands of the Micano 
band of Indians, about eight miles up the river. Dr. M. 
C. White escaped by jumping into Yuca creek, and secret- 
ing himself under a pile of drift-wood, remaining there for 
an hour and a half, and until the Indians had given up the 
search.”’ 


Now, mark you, Mr. Chairman, these Indians 
were treated as friendly Indians. This agent, Cap- 
tain Ben Wright, had married one of their women. 
He had married one of their squaws, and was on 
terms of the most friendly relations with them, 
in every respect; but notwithstanding this fact 
he was killed, as was every man, woman, and 
child, with the exception of one woman and her 


I will ask my friend from Tennessee, whether 
he will object to the appropriation of $300,000 to 
ransom a mother and her children? Would he 


|| refuse his vote if the appropriation was the price 


of their lives? 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I will state to the gen- 
tleman that I have not made up my mind to vote 
against the appropriation. While ues prepared, 
as I have already intimated, to vote for the bill, 


some time to ascertain the facts. There seems 
to be a diversity of opinion about them. The gen- 
tleman himself, for example, has stated that there 
were twenty thousand warriors among the In- 
dians out there. The Delegate from Washington 
Territory says that that is a small estimate; yet, 
in the official Indian statistics, prepared and placed 
on your tables at this session under the direction 
of the board of Indian affairs, it appears that the 
whole Indian population of these Territories is 
less than twenty-one thousand. There are a 
great many other facts which I think it would be 
well for gentlemen tp investigate before they took 
them for granted. 

Mr. LANE. 1 will not undertake to controvert 
these things now. I made a report when I was 
the superintendent of Indian affairsin that Ter- 
ritory. If the gentleman will look at that report, 


he will find that I have pes their number at fifty-. 


five thousand. When [ made this enumeration, 
there were others that I was not able to see. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I was stating the facts 
which are put down in our documents. 

Mr. LANE. I do not dispute those points. 
I only say that the object of this appropriation 
is to ransom the people who have been taken 
prisoners by the hostile Indians, and to maintain 
amicable rdatien with those that are friendly to 
us. I will not say anything more. I trust that 
the bill may be passed and that the money may 
be ready to go out by the next mail. 

Mr. PHELPS. r. Chairman, it occurs to 
me, that both of the gentlemen from Tennessee 
are directing the attention of the Hous? to a 
matter which is immaterial in the present posture 
of our affairs on the Pacific coast. I am not 
going to inquire how hostilities have originated 
on that coast, whilst considering this bill. It is 
sufficient for me to know that ‘hostilities exist, 
and that protection is due to the people who 
reside there. Hence, I will not inquire into the 
matters which those gentlemen have presented 
here. They may be proper subjects of inquiry 
on other bills which are nerenfter to be brought 
forward. 

I am opposed to delay. I think the matter de- 
mands speedy action on the part of Congress. 
You are informed that the next steamer for the 
Pacific sails on Saturday next. Ifyou delay the 

sage of this bill, so that the officers of the 

vernment will not have time to send their 
drafts by which this money may be placed in the 
hands of the proper officers in the Territories of 
Oregon and Washington, the people of those 
Territories will be for weeks longer without this 
protection which we propose to t to them. 
A delay now of a day or two will be the delay, 
in effect, of weeks. 

It was not the purpose of the Committes of 
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| powder for the Pacific coast. 
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Ways and Means, when they reported this bil] 
to have this money expended for the purpose of 
paying for the services of the volunteers who have 

en called into service, either under the authority 
of General Wool or the Governors of these Ter. 
ritories. This is a measure of peace. We are 
informed that there are in the Territories hostile 
and friendly Indians. By the latest intelligence 
we learn that more than five thousand of the 
friendly Indians have been concentrated upon a 
reserve, and that the agent has been engaged in 
feeding them for the purpose of preventing their 
joining the hostile bands to make war upon the 
defenseless people of the Territory. You are also 
informed that there is no money appropriated for 
that purpose. The Secretary of the Interior and 
the President have both recommended that an 
amount of money not exceeding the sum specified 
in this bill should be ae for the pur. 
pose of maintaining and preserving friendly rela- 
tions with these Indians in Oregonand Washing- 
ton Territories. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Why was the second sec- 
tion attached to the bill? 

Mr. PHELPS. That section provides for an 
appropriation of $120,000, to be expended for gun- 
The estimates were 
Submitted by the Secretary of War, not to accom- 

this bill; but he informed us that there was 
a pressing necessity for the appropriation. It was 





_ necessary in order to supply our magazines on 


the Pacific coast with ammunition. Knowing 


| the existence of these hostilities, and that General 


Wool, from the statement of the Delegate from 


| Oregon, had refused to furnish the volunteers 


with powder, and informed by official documents 
that the appropriation was demanded for imme- 
diate expenditure to supply a deficiency of am- 
munition on the Pacific coast, the Committee of 
Ways and Means thought proper to add this 
second section to the bill. 

But to return to the question of Indian hostilities. 
There is a method of preserving peace with these 
Indians, and that is by pursuing the course 
recommended in this bill. Let us feed these 
friendly Indians. As the gentleman from Wash- 
ington well remarked, it is far better to feed them 
than to fight them. Oftentimes the Indian 7 
redations are prompted by a scarcity of food. It 
is, then, better to collect them on a reserve, and 
feed them than to fight them. It is only to carry 
outa policy introduced into the State of California. 
There the Indians are collected on a military 
reserve and subsisted. They are taught the arts 
of peace, They have farms, and are shown how 
to cultivate them. It is better to do this than to 
make a war of extermination against them. 

I agree with the Delegate from Oregon, that 
when we have an Indian war there must be a war 
of extermination, or absolute submission on the 
part of the Indians. It is a measure of economy 
to pass this bill. {t may be the means of restor- 
ing peace. Ought we not to make the effort ? 
Although the red man has engaged in warfare 
against our citizens, yet is it not our duty to en- 
deavor to bring him to peace, rather than to con- 
tinue to fight him? Is it desired that a war of 
extermination shall be waged against them? I 
hope there will be no delay. Ido not wish to 
shut out investigation; but I protest against in- 
vestigating the conduct of the territorial officers 
in calling out the volunteers on this bill. I object 
as well to the consideration here of General Wool’s 
conduct. Letthe bill stand byitself. Is it right 
and proper that there should be action? If so, 
act speedily. Delay will fail to accomplish the 
object so much desired by the Secretary of the 
Interior, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Let me advert to the communication upon which 
the appropriation bill is fuunded. I refer toa 
message of the President of the United States, 
communicating a report from the Secretary of the 
Interior, and from the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, with reference to the Indian disturbances 
in the Territories of Washington and Oregon, 
in which he recommends an appropriation of 
$300,000. The Secretary of the Interior asks 
that this money shall be appropriated to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the President, for 
‘* restoring and maintaining the peaceable dispo- 
sition of the Indian tribes on the Pacific,’’—the 


very | which the committee have incor- 
porated into the bill. 


Again, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in 
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making his report to the Secretary of the Interior, 
in reference to this very appropriation says: 

«| deem it proper also to transmit herewith a copy of my 

rtto you, dated the lst of December last, in relation to 
our [Indian affairs in Oregon Territory, together with a copy 
of my instructions to the superintendent of Indian affairs 
jn the latter Territory,dated 4th of that month, in which, 
in view of the exigency that had arisen there, he was 
authorized to draw on the WVepartment for a sum not ex- 
ceeding $100,000, to be judiciously expended in all proper 
endeavors tO avert the horrors of a general Indian war, 
which appeared to be impending.” 

“Jt is my Opinion that an urgent necessity exists for an 
application to Congress for an immediate appropriation of 
money to be applied, under the directions of the Depart- 
ment, for the preservation of peace among the Indian tribes 
of Oregon and Washington Territories, and, so far as is 
pertinent to the Indian department, to allay existing hos- 
tilities. 

«] therefore recommend that a sum not exceeding $300,000 
be asked for, to be expended for the objects aboye stated, 
under the direction of the President of the United States.”’ 


Gentlemen have referred to another document 
here, in relation to the Indian hostilities, which 
contains the correspondence with the War De- 
partment, and some of the correspondence with 
the Secretary of the Interior; but I advert simply 
to the President’s message from which I have 
read, and upon which the bill is based. 

Mr. GRANGER. What is proposed to be 
done with the $300,000? Is it for the purpose of 
making war or peace? 

Mr. PHELPS. Peace. a 

Mr. GRANGER. By treaty or by power ? 

Mr. PHELPS. It is not designed forthe pur- 
pose of prosecuting war. It is designed to be 
used for the reimbursement of expenses already 
incurred by the Indian department for the pur- 
pose of repressing hostilities, and of preventing 
the friendly Indians, whom the superintendent of 
Indian affairs, to the amount of five thousand, has 
already collected on the reservation, from joining 
the hostile Indians, and massacreing the inhabit- 


nts. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Will the gentle- 
man allow me to read a communication in refer- 
ence to the appropriation contained in the second 
section ? 

Mr. PHELPS. Certainly. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. The colonel of ordnance, 
in his letter to the War Department, says: 


“ T have been informed that the powder-magazine at Be- 
nicia arsenal will be completed during the month of August 
next. From the want of secure and proper storage, it has 
been impossible, heretofore, to keep on hand, on the Pacific 
coast, any greater supply of gunpowder than was necessary 
forcurrentuse. The propriety—nay, necessity—of placing 
in deposit, in that part of the country, a liberal supply of 
powder, is too obvious to require any argument in favor of 
the measure. A requisition for gunpowder has been received 
by me from the senior ordnance officer of the Pacific mili- 
tary department, with a request that it may be sent in time 
to reach Benicia in August or September. In order tocom- 
ply with this requisition without stripping the magazines 
on the eastern coast, it will be necessary to procure a sup- 
py from the powder-mitts by purchase. For this purpose, | 

respectfully submit the following estimate, which was | 
not included in my regular arsenal estimate, from my not 


being aware, when it was made, of the time when proper || 


means for storing and preserving powder would be ready 
on the Pacific coast. 


“ Estimate.—For the purchase of five thousand barrels of || 


gunpowder, at $24 per barrel, $120,000.” 
Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Missouri a question. I have misun- 


aright the remark made by the gentleman from 
Missouri. I understand him to say that this a 
propriation is partly to pay for expenses already | 
incurred in the Indian wars in Oregon. 

Mr.*PHELPS. No, sir. To reimburse the 
expenses already incurred by the Indian agents, | 
and by the Indian department in Oregon, in en- | 
deavoring to prevent hostilities. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thatis different from what 
I understood the gentleman before, though I have | 
no doubt the gentleman intended to say that. 
desire to know of the gentleman, if he can state 





the Territory? “The balance, of course, goes for | 


the suppression of the hostilities which now ex- | 


ist, in such proper manner as the President of the 
United States may choose to adopt, as I under- 
stand the provisions of the bill. 

Mr. P 
tion. 


There are five thousand Indians already | 


1} 








; 


| plying them with 
ELPS. No one can answer that ques- || 


| 


| tigation of this House and of the whole 7 


in the Territories of Washington and Oregon 
have — a course by which they have pre- 
vented these Indians from engaging in Indian 
hostilities, they have pursued a wise course. 

Mr. HOUSTON. do not, in the investiga- 
tion of this bill, propose to enter into the causes | 
of this war which now exists there. I do not | 
think it is proper to do so now, but it may be | 
proper to do that when the bill shall come before | 
this House proposing to refund moneys which | 
have already been expended, or to discharge lia- | 
bilities which may have been incurred there in | 
the previous operations of the war. I am willing 
to vote speedily the amount necessary to termin- | 
ate the war, and with as little bloodshed as pos- | 
sible. My purpose is not to investigate the causes | 
of the war, but I propose to arrest it as soon as | 
possible, and whenever the bill comes up which | 


een to reimburse the liabilities which the || 


erritory has incurred, it may be proper to look 
into the causes which produced the war. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
by the gentleman from Alabama, that this is no | 
time to investigate the causes of the war. Some | 


gentleman may perhaps say that we propose | 


speedy action of the House. We do attempt to | 


have speedy action, but not for the purpose of || 


preventing an investigation. The President of | 


| the United States, on the 5th of this month, sent | 
| to us the message from which I have read, calling | 


the attention of the House of Representatives to | 
the necessity of appropriating the sum of $300,000, 

proposed in this bill. ‘This same document was | 
presented to the House on the 10th of March, 


and ordered tobe printed. From that time to this | 


the members of the House have had the oppor- 
tunity to examine this matter; and if they have 
not investigated it during that period of time, I 
desire to know when they will investigate it? 


Mr. QUITMAN. The remarks which I in- | 


tended to have submitted, Mr. Chairman, are || 


rendered entirely unnecessary by the explanation 
of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, as well as by the gentleman froin Mis- 
souri, [Mr. Puetrs,| who last spoke, and who 
has presented the matter in a very strong light. 
There is no doubt of the fact that a destructive 
Indian war is being waged in those two Terri- 
tories. There is no one who can doubt that. 
As to the cause of the war, it demands the inves- 


, 


and then let the blame fall where it shall. As 
far as the Military Committee is concerned, they 
intend to investigate it, and present the true state 
of facts to the country. And in that design they 
have called on the War Department for a state- 
ment of all the facts. But, at the same time, it 


is unquestionably the case that an indiscriminate | 
slaughter of our citizens is now going on; and | 


the question here presented to us by this recom- 
sieation of the President and by the committee 
who have reported this bill, is a simple question 
whether that war shall or shall not be allowed to 


| become more extended by having friendly Indians 
| gradually drawn into it. Every man who knows 


| the character of the Indians knows that if the 
derstood this bill heretofore, if I have understood || 


friendly Indians cannot get good supplies, they 
will join the predatory tribes, and prey upon the 
whites. 

Now the questiof is, whether we shall increase 
the number of our enemies. The proposition of 
the President of the United States, coming through 
the Indian department, is simply this: ‘That Con- 
gress shall provide him with means to prevent the 


| extension of this war by such means as he may 
|| think best. 


I have none of that morbid sensi- 
bility which some gentlemen here seem to have; 
and, if one of these means is to go to the Indian 


|| with a gun in one hand and a meal-bag in the 
it, what proportion of this appropriation will go | 
to defray expenses already incurred by agents in | 


other, I shall make no objection. I should cer- 
tainly prefer -to see hostilities suppressed by 
peaceable means. And the proposition before the 
committee is simply to place in the hands of the 


| President abundant means to prevent the increase 


of our enemies, by purchasing peace and by ne 

e necessary provisions. If 
we do not provide for them they will join our 
enemies, and a war which might cost the country 


collected upon the reservation. What the ex- |, millions of dollars will be waged upon the fron- 
pense of maintaining these five thousand will be, |, tiers. These are the questions which it is for us 
whether they will all remain, or whether there will |, to decide. It seems to me that this bill is simply 

an addition to that number, it is nbs ssible to | leaving it discretionary with the Chief Executive 


tell. But if the officers in charge of 








affairs || of this country to apply, in some mode, the fund 





I concur in the remark made | 


I} 


| therefore hope there will be action upon the bill. 








for the purpose of preventing the increase of the 
Indian depredations on the Pacific coast. 

_ Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope the ques- 
tion will be taken on the amendment proposed 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to the 
original bill, and that then the committee will 
rise. 

Mr. GRANGER, I hope the chairman of the 
| Committee of Ways and Means will not press 

this bill now. It is a very important matter. 
wa Clerk reported the second section of the 
ill. 

Mr. STANTON. Lrise to a point of order, 
Can we pass from the consideration of the first 
section so long as gentlemen wish to discuss it? 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair overrules the 
| point of order, as no member proposed to dis- 
cuss it further. The question before the Com- 
mittee is on the amendment to the original bill, 

Mr. CARLILE. I wish to get a little inform- 
| ation before I vote on this bill. My inclinations 

are to vote the amount, or any amount that ma 

be necessary to protect the life of even a single 
white settler in Oregon; and I understand, that 
this appropriation is desired for the purpose of 
maintaining the present relations that exist be- 
between the friendly Indians and the whites of 
that Aaa I see, however, in letters which 
| accompany the report made to this House from 
General Wool, that it is determined, on the part 
of the whites there, that friendly relations shall 
not be maintained with the friendly Indians in 
Oregon. I desire to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to a letter on page 21 of Senate document 
No. 26, dated Benicia, November 3, 1855: 

Mr. HOUSTON, If the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia will allow me, I will appeal to him to avoid 
the discussion of the matter which grows out of 
that correspondence on this bill. It may be that 
| the gentleman and myself will agree, whenever 
that matter comes up for discussion; and I desire 
to hear it discussed. But here isa case of press- 
ing necessity. The steamer sails on Saturda 
next. This appropriation, if it be made at ail, 
should be made speedily. All the gentlemen who 
have attempted to explain the bill state that the 
object of this appropriation is to terminate the 
war there—that peace is to be produced by the 
use of friendly means. That is what all the gen- 
tlemen who have spoken on the subject say is 
contemplated by this bill It is to furnish means 
ample to secure peace between the Indians and 
the white citizens of that Territory. If, there- 
fore, the matter to which the gentleman refers be 
brought into the discussion, there is no hope of 
passing this bill, or of voting on it for days or 
weeks to come. 

Mr. CARLILE, Neither the gentleman from 
Alabama nor any other gentleman here desires 
peace more than | do; and no member of this com- 
mittee would go further, or vote a larger amount 
than I would to preserve peace in Oregon. But 
I desire to be satisfied, before I vote for this bill, 
thatit isa measure of peace; for, if General Wool 
is to be believed, it will not be a peace measure. In 
the letter from General Wool, to which I have 
referred, we have the following information: 


“ Hea DQUARTERS, 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE PaciFic 
Benicia, November 3, 1945. 

* Sir: I have the honor to report that since my last letter 
the Indian troubles in this department have very much in- 
creased. In Rogue river valley, the threats of the whites 
to commence a war of extermination against the friendly 
Indians on the reserve, and in the vicinity of Fort Lane, 
have been put into execution, despite the efforts of the 
officers of that post to prevent it. Captain Smith reports 
that a party of whites who had organized themselves into 
a company, with the avowed purpose of assisting the reg- 
ular troops in pursuing and chastising the Shasta Indians 

| for recent murders, attacked, the 8th ultimo, two camps of 

friendly Indians in the immediate vicinity of the reserve, 

and killed twenty-five, (four very old men, four young men, 

and seventeen squaws and children.) Exasperated by these 
brutal ou , some of the Indians on the reserve and in 
the valley, heretofore friendly, proceeded to murder the 
whites indiscriminately, burning their houses, and destroy- 
ing everything in their way. 

« es Smith immediately sent a detachment, under 
Major Fitzgerald, to the scene of the outrages, for the pro- 
tection of the settlers, and to punish the murderers. 

‘The troops are now actively employed in trying to sup- 
press the troubles, but with what prospect of success, while 
there is an Indian left for whites to destroy, may be easily 
conjectured.”’ 


Again: ina letter dated San Francisco, Jan- 
uary 19, 1856, he says: 
“< With the ninth and fourth infantry, I have no doubt of 


able, in a short time after we oan take the field, to 
Sevallicete abe wes tn Uie Reve) and ia couahers . 
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all the Indians imbabiting Washington Territory should pre- 
vent. By «ending his volunteers against the Walla-Wallas, 
who had net made open war against the whites, he has 
added several iibes to the ranks of the enemy.” » 

* . . * . * * 


« Avain, when the volunteers marched against the Walla- 
Walias, the chief, Pin piu mox-mox met them under a flag 
of truce, and declared, ‘ He was for peace, and did not wish 
to fight; that bis people did not wish to fight; and if his 


young men had done wrong, he would make restituuon ;’ 


and af the same time offered them cattle for food. He, how- 


ever, Was taken prisoner, and afterwards barbarousty mur- | 
dered, sealped, his ears and bands cut off, and these pre- 
served, and sent to the friends of the volunteers in Oregon ; 


all wluch was reported by volunteers.” 


. 7 * * * 7 + 


many whites are for exterminating the Indians. This feel- 
ing is engendered by two newspapers that go for extermina- 
tion, and i# more or less possessed by the volunteers, as well 
as others not enrolled under the banners of Governor Curry. 
As long as individual war is permitted and paid for by the 
United States, and which is expected by all the citizens of 
Oregon, we shall have no peace, and the war may be pro- 
longed indefinitely, especially as it is generally asserted 
that the present war is a God send to the people. (See 
erders and instructions to Colonel Wright.)”’ 


It seems to me, therefore, that as General Wool 
end Governor Curry seem to be pursuing different 
lines of policy, the Administration should recall 
one or the other. 1f Governor Curry be determ- 
ined to exterminate the Indians—those that are 


friendly as well as the hostile or warlike tribes— || 


how is it possible to preserve the peace of the 
country? If General Wool be correct, peace is 
not whan is desired by the civil authority in 
Oregon. lam ready to vote any amount neces- 
sary to preserve peace in Oregon, and secure the 
inhabitants of that Territory from the merciless 
savage, but | am unwilling to wage a war of ex- 


termination upon the friendly Indians; and in the |) 


hope that the appropriation will be expended for 
the promotion and maintenance of friendly rela- 
tions with the Indian tribes, I shall vote for the 
bill; but L confess it is a little remarkable that the 
Administration should send into that Territory a 
military commander and a Governor who should 
differ so widely as to the proper mode to be pur- 
sued, in order to restore peace to the country. 

Mr. PHELPS. If the gentleman will allow 
me for a moment, I will answer the statement he 
has made. 

Mr. MORGAN, 
do now rise. 

Mr. GRANGER. 
committee rise will prevail. Iam willing that 
the House should vote any amount of money 
that may be necessary for the protection of the 


I move that the committee 


of so much importance as this I think we should 
at least have twenty-four hours for consideration, 


and I hope, therefore, that the committee will || 


| 


|| in the Territories of Washington and Oregon 


new rise, 
Mr. MORGAN demanded tellers, which were 


| 

|| Indians upon the part of the whites, then he is 
i} 

| 


| is intended for no such purpose. 
|| declaration of the President of the United States 
I hope the motion that the | 


|| that it is intended for no such purpose. 


|| more than this, the bill upon its face declares that 
eople of Oregon and Washington; but ina matter | 
Pp } rr 4 








time if I had been allowed to proceed. 


Mr. CARLILE. If it is to ask a question. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have no question to ask; I 
desired to answer the gentleman. 

Mr. CARLILE. It is not my purpose to 
defeat this bill. What I desire is information 
from the committee which reported this bill, such 
as willenable me to vote intelligibly upon it. I 


|| mittee as to the correctness of the statement of 


|, General Wool, and as to the probable extent of 
« In Oregon, as well as in the northern part of California, | 


the proposed measure in affording relief, and secur- 
ing peace, to the Territories of Washington and 
Oregon 


|| Mr. QUITMAN. If the gentleman will allow 


|| me, [ will inform him. The Committee on Mili- 


|| tary Affairs have the subject before them, and will 
soon be able to report fully and correctly in ref- 
erence to the question at issue between General 
|| Wooland Governor Curry. 


|| Mr. CARLILE. Then, Mr. Chairman, I un- 


|| derstand this state of things to be presented to the || 
committee: General Wool states that this is a || 
war of extermination against the Indians. If this 


|| appropriation is to be made to continue war of 
| extermination | am against it. If, however, it is 
| to enable friendly relations to be maintained with 
| the peaceable Indians, | am in favor of it. And 
/as it seems to be understood by the committee 
that this is a peace measure, I shall vote for it. 
Mr. LETCHER. I believe the objection of 
| my colleague, who has just taken his seat, consists 
| principally in the fact that there is a conflict be- 


| of Governor Curry, in relation to the commence- 
| ment of this war. 


months to complete. Here, then, is presented 


|| this state of facts: We have undeniable evidence | 
|| that this war is going en; but my colleague, rely- 


| ing upon the statement of General Wool, says, 
that if this is to be a war of extermination of the 
not willing to vote for the appropriation. Sir, it 
We have the 


that it is intended for no such purpose; we have 
the declaration of the Secretary of the Interior 


And 


it is for no such purpose. 
It is no war measure. 
with that view. 


| 


j 
j 
} 
| 


It is brought in here as a peace 
measure—as the means of enabling these people 


| to protect themselves against the combinations 


ordered: and Messrs. Crawson and Grancer || Which have been formed against them by the In- 


appointed, 


The question was put, and the count was pro- | 
ceeding, when 


Mr. H. MARSHALL said: I rise to a ques- | 


tion of order. I want to know how the floor | 


: 


was taken from the gentleman from Virginia to | 
make the motion that the committee rise? 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood | 
the gentleman from Virginia to have yielded the | 
floor. 


| 
Mr. CARLILE. I did not yield the floor. | 

Mr. PHELPS. Certainly not, I asked the | 
gentleman from Virginia to yield to enable me to | 
answer the statement he had made. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order | 
while the committee is being divided. 

Mr. PURYEAR. I rise to a question of order. | 
I want to know by what right this division is | 
proceeding? | 
Mr. MARSHALL. Certainly, the division | 
is not proceeding by virtue of any right. It is | 
all wrong. The gentleman from New York | 
{Mr. Morean] could not take the floor from the | 


|| part of the whites? 


|| dians in those Territories. 


But my colleague says here is the declaration— 
they are to be exterminated. 


reason which would be likely to operate on the 
citizens of those two Territories which would 





the Indians, with a certainty of success on the 

We have already had it 

| stated upon this floor, that the various Indian 
tribes in the Territory of Oregon, according to 
| a census made some years ago by the honorable 
| fifty odd thousand people. I take it for granted 
that the Indians have since increased in numbers. 

When the gentleman made this enumeration he 

says he had not the means of ascertaining the full 

number in the Territory. Compare the number, 

however, as eataiained iy him, with the number 

of the white population, and it seems to me, that 

it is rather questionable whether, if a war of 


| extermination were waged, the whites or the 
| Indians would be exterminated. The population 


gentleman from Virginia to move that the com- | of Oregon is something less than fifty thousand. 
mittee rise; and the appointment of tellers and || That of Washington is five or six thousand. 


| 


everything founded upon that motion is all | 
wrong. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will put the) 
matter right if the gentleman will allow him. | 
The gentleman from Virginia is entitled to the 
oor. 
Mr. CARLILE. I would have concluded the 





| 
j 
| 
| sides, that the probability is that the whites are 


Here, then, are fifty -five or fifty-six thousand 
white population, which is not, to give it the most 
favorable bearing, more than the number of the 
Indian population within the borders of these 
Territories. Does my colleague come to the con- 
clusion, with the parties of equal numbers on both 


Will the gentleman from Vir- | 


Now, sir, how does he expect | 
t| to get at the facts ef the case without going into 


‘| an investigation which will probably require 


It is not proposed here | 


Look at this state | 
|| of facts, and see whether there is any particular 


| lead them into a difficulty of this sort for the pur- | 
| pose of waging & war of extermination against | 


gentleman who represents it, numbered some | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


unless the nende of Governor Curry, of Oregon, against || 
| 
|| Mr. PHELPS. 


|, ginia allow me to say a word? 
| 


desire to know from the members of that com- || 


| 
} 
i} 
| 


} 
| 


tween the statement of General Wool and that | 
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few additional remarks [ had to make before this | willing to risk everything in a war of extermina- 


tion? And mark you, sir, so far as these whites 
are concerned, they are made up, not of men that 
are capable of going to war, but of men, women 
and children, alarge portion of whom are ineff. 
cient and incapable of rendering any service jy 
_ this war of extermination, according to his theory, 


One other remark and I have done. It seems 


| . me, sir, from the very facts stated here, and 
| the 


are admitted in regard to the difficulties 
| which have occurred in that Territory, that Gen- 
eral Wool cannot be right in many of the state. 
ments which he has made in this publication, 
| General Wool had his troops ata particular point 
| in that Territory. He withdrew them because, 
as he declared, there was no war in existence, 
and no war threatened at that place. We find 
| that very shortly thereafter a battle was fought at 
that identical point. I believe that it is on the 
east side of the Cascade mountains. This is 
| a significant fact in connection with this mat- 
This fact, together with an additional one, 
| that these Indians rose simultaneously at differ- 
| ent points of the country, at Puget’s Sound, at 
this place east of the Cascade ridge, where the 
battle was fought, and at the lower portion of 


|| Oregon, distant six hundred miles,'shows conclu- 
} 
i| 


sively that there was an understanding amongst 
‘age tribes. That understanding was carried 
owt by these simultaneous movements in different 
| parts of the Territory. Are we to wait and see 
| what is to be the result of this controversy be- 


|| tween the officer in command of the Army of the 


United States and the Governors of these Terri- 
| tories? Are we to stand by and see innocent 
blood shed for the purpose of ascertaining which 
is right and which wrong? There will be an 
opportunity to consider this matter at a future 
time, when it shall be presented on an application 
from the Territories for indemnification for ser- 
vices rendered by their volunteers. Then the 
inquries of my colleague will be pertinent. Then 
this House will look into them, and they will 
ascertain whether the conduct of these volunteers 
was such that their services are worthy of indem- 
nification. I trust, under the circumstances, 
with the information which we have before us, 
coming from the President of the United States 
aid the proper officers at the seat of Government, 
| informing us that this massacre is going on, that 
we will appropriate the money and endeavor to 
give protection to this people; and that we will 
leave these other questions for a future time, and 
to bills to which they will have more relevancy 
| than they have to this. 
Mr. H..MARSHALL. It seems to me, Mr. 
Chairman, that we cannot do better than rise, and 
ut this bill onits passage. The President of the 
nited States, in his message ofthe 10th of March, 
has already given character to the appropriation 
which he Semcal: He has already indicated, by 
sending us the communication of Mr. Many- 
= the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, what 
e wants with this money. It is to be expended 
by the Governors of the two Territories, under 
the direction of the superintendent of Indian af- 
fairs, to feed the Indians. It cannot be supposed 
by the committee that the President would so 
commit himself to the Congress of the United 
States and the country as to take this money, when 
we have go om it, for any other purpose. 
Therefore I do not see the necessity of talking 
about what it is intended to do with this money. 
It is intended to feed the Indians. It can be for 
nothing else. The President would not only com- 





| promise his dignity, but his honesty as a public 


officer, if he were to appropriate it to anything 
else. Suppose, sir, we have got into a war with 
these Indians wrongfully; it is to be carried out no 


'| matter whether the people of Oregon were right 


or wrong; no matter whether our policy has been 
— or thwarted on the one hapd by General 

Vool, or on the other by Governor Curry. 
While the war is actually upon the country, and 
while, according to the representation of the Del- 
egate from Oregon, women and children are liable 
to be massacred by the tomahawk of the Indians 
—whether these Indians have been incited by suf- 
ficient or insufficient cause, it is not for us to de- 
cide in an appropriation of this sort-—we have to 
carry on the war until we can make a peace. We 
will have to carry on the war until the frontier is 

rotected. We cannot possibly, it seems to me, 
i any difficulty in giving this money into the 
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hands of the President at his request for an object 
that is specified in his communication. Probably | 
itis abad precedent. If the President, however, 
chooses to take*the responsibility of collecting 
the Indians upon reservations and feeding them, 
give him the money todoso. So faras lam con- 
cerned, I have no hesitation in saying, especially 
as genulemen suggest haste, that instead of throw- 
ing obstacles in the way of the passage of the bill, 
[am ready to report it to the House, and at once 
iss It. 
P Mr. RICHARDSON. I move that the com- 
mittee do now rise, and report the bill to the 
House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question had better 
be taken first on the amendments of the Commit- | 
tee of Ways and Means 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
the committee do now rise. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move to strike out 
the enacting clause of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
that motion is not in order. | 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope the gen- 
tleman from Maine will aliow this bill to be taken 
out of the committee, and ther! we can take a vote 
upon it in the House to-morrow morning. 

Mr. MORGAN. We want to discuss it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Wasn- | 
BURN’s motion, and it was not agreed to. oo 

Mr.STANTON. Leaving out of view the oc- 
casion and necessity for this bill, I dislike exceed- | 
ing to vote, and I think I cannot be induced to 
vote for it, in its present indefinite form. Here 
is a general appropriation of $300,000; and from 
anything apparent in the documents communi- 
cated to this House, fromanything which is stated 
to us by gentlemenupon the Committee of Ways 
and Means, I can see no reason why $100,000 
would not be equally efficient. There are no 
data given, no reasons showing why $300,000 is | 
adequate, and why it is not more than adequate; 
nor 1s there anything upon which you can predi- 
cate an approximation as to the amount which |! 
will be required. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would call the gentle- 
man’s attention to a communication made by Mr. | 
Manypenny, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, on | 
the 4th of March, 1856. 

Mr. STANTON. I am aware that Mr. Many- 
enny says he would like to have $300,000, but 
ie does not say that $100,000 would not do as 
well, or why he does not need half a million. | 
There is no statement of the specific objects any 
definite sum is to be applied to. Now, sir, Il am | 
for one, on general principles, opposed to con- | 
ferring this large discretion upon the President, 
in the application of the public moneys, and to 
appropriating large sums in such a loose and in- || 
definite form that they may be used for peace or 
war, as the Executive may prefer. Here is an 
appropriation of $300,000 asked for, for the pur- 
pose of ‘*restoting and maintaining the peaceable 
disposition of the Indian tribes on the Pacific.’’ | 
Now, whether you will maintain this peaceable 
disposition by flogging or by bribery is a ques- | 
tion left entirely to the discretion of the Execu- | 
tive. The President, therefore, under this bill, | 
may levy troops and purchase munitions of war, 
or he may negotiate treaties of peace, and he may || 
maintain a peaceable disposition in any way he 
may think proper, whether peaceable or hostile. 

Mr. hETCHER. Will my friend from Ohio 
allow me to make a suggestion at this point? 

Mr. STANTON. Certainly. 

Mr. LETCHER. This is not a new proposi- 
tion, as he will see if he will look back a yearor | 
two. This law is identically the same as what || 
was done in California for the purpose of bring- 
ing about and ‘‘ restoring ’’—in the language of 
that recommendation—peace among the savages, 
or maintaining it. It was an indefinite appropri- 
ation. 

Allow me to say this much further. He says, 
why do we not take $100,000 or take $100,000,000, || 
and that there is no more reason to show that || 
$100,000 would not be sufficient, than there is to || 
show that $300,000 is necessary. Now, sir, if | 
you are not to take the recommendation of those | 
who are directly connected with this matter, as || 
the best guides to ascertain the amount which is || 
necessary, how will you reach that result? Here | 
is the Commissioner of Indian Affairs charged | 
with the acquisition of this knowledge, who || 


| 


I move that 








TH 





| He tells us that a similarappropriation, in similar 


| that whole amount? 


| construction of a custom-house, to tell how man 


| sort of confidence in the executive department. 


| ation upon the recommendation of the executive 


| fore the House; but this is not the proper occa- 


| aid in—I would not appropriate one dollar for— 


| my colleague. I have voted for an appropriation 


——— 


| furnishes the knowledge as the groundwork, and | 


an estimate is sent into this House, and he says | 
$300,000 will be required. Perhapsal! of it may | 
not be required, and $100,000 may be ull that will | 
be necessary. But does not the gentleman know | 
that, if the whole amount is not necessary, it can- 

not be drawn from the Treasury, and cannot be 

applied, and that the balance will be left in the | 


| ‘Treasury. 


Mr.STANTON. The statement made by the 
gentleman from Virginia furnishes me with an 
additional argument against voting for this bill. 


terms, was made in relation to California some | 
yearsago. Now, the very objection which Lhave 
to this 1s, that you are making an additional pre- 
cedent for this kind of loose and irregular legis- | 
lation. Because a former Congress made an in- 
definite appropriation, and in language as loose as 
language can be, it is now argued that you shall 
follow a bad precedent, and make a similar 
appropriation for a similar purpose. It is by the 
repetition of precedents thata practice grows up; | 
and if the President choose to abuse the discre- ! 
tion vested in him, does not every man see what 
facilities and temptations are held out for abuses. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. In all appropri- | 
ations we have to be guided toa very great ex- 
tent by the general estimates of the Department. 
My colleague has oftentimes voted for $100,000 
for the improvement of the Ohio river. How | 
does he know that it will be necessary to spend 
It may have been unneces- 
sary to expend more than $20,000; and yet he 
voted for it, and he will vote for a hundred items | 
upon the same principle of which he is now com- 
taining. It is out of any man’s power to say 
Low many bushels of corn meal it may be neces- 
sary to give out tothe Indians upon the Pacific— 
just as impossible as, in voting $200,000 for the 


kegs of nails will be necessary. We are boeud, 
if we pass appropriation bills at all, to repose some | 


The gentleman cannot go to the custom-house at 
Cincinnati, and ascertain how many yards of 
plastering there are there, or how many hundred 
thousand bricks are necessary, or how many 
thousand feet’of flooring. Not at all. He is 
guided by the executive departments; and if they 





are corrupt, let him take the necessary means to 
I will | 


ferret out the corruption, and expose it. 
go with the gentleman when the proper time | 
comes to ascertain if there is something radically 

wrong, as perhaps there may be, in the causes 
which have led to this war; but I do not hesitate | 
now, when the war exists, to vote an appropri- 


department. 

Mr. STANTON. Iam aware that the war is 
upon us; and I am also aware that the official 
documents before us say—or a portion of them— 
that it isa war of extermination, and an unpro- 
voked war of extermination waged by the Gov- | 
ernorof Washington Territory against the Indians | 
of that Territory. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Let us,at the proper time, | 
investigate the matter, and bring the subject be- 


sion. 


Mr. STANTON. 


Mr. Chairman, I would not 


an offensive war against the Indians. I will vote 
whatever sum is necessary for the defense and 
protection of the settlements; and { want a little 
time to see whether this is an offensive or defens- 
ive war which is upon us. 

Mr. Chairman, | accept the test suggested by 


of $100,000 to improve the navigation of the Ohio | 
river above the falls. I never did so, however, 
save on the estimates from the War Department, 
based upon official surveys, stating that this sum— || 
and most generally a good deal larger one—was | 
necessary for that purpose. The estimates were 
based upon actual experimental surveys~so much 
for boats, so much for removing snags, and so 
on. 

So, Mr. Chairman, when I have been called | 
upon to vote for a custom-house at Cincinnati, I 
am informed by the proper Department that that 
Department has made an examination; that they 
have examined the site; that they have — 
the plan of a building for it, and upon that have 
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erected their estimate of expenses-—the number 
of yards of plastering, the number of feet of stone, 
and everything else required for it; and on that 
they pile up the round sum which they require 
to build the custom-house at Cincinnati. Now, 
I want something of this sort here. I have not 
got it. I find no fault with the Committee of 
Ways and Means. They could have done noth- 
ing better than they have done. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. Pertinent to my colleague's 
argument, let me Well him he has oftentimes voted 
appropriations predicated on estimates from the 
Departments for a greater amount than is neces- 
sary when they come to carry out the object of 
the appropriation, and part of the very money 
which my colleague has voted on estimates has, 
under the law, reverted to the surplus fund, just 
precisely as it will do in this case, if the $300,000 
now recommended shall be a greater sum than is 
necessary to restore peace among the Indians on 
the Pacific. All that is not needed will revert to 
the surplus fund. 

Mr.STANTON. The legitimate tendency of 
all thisargument is, that it is entirely safe to open 
this ‘Treasury of the United States to the Execu- 
tive, and that he will spend the money properly, 
i do not recognize any such logic. | am not 
aware whether [ have ever voted for appropria- 
tions previously made or not. I may have done 
so, or I may not have done so. I have voted for 
an appropriation to improve the navigation of 
the Ohio and other places, but not more than was 
thought necessary. 

Mr.LETCHER, Will my friend let me sug- 
gest a point where he did some very bad voting 
on One occasion? 

Mr. STANTON. Certainly. 

Mr. LETCHER. I think my friend voted an 
appropriation to build the custom-house at Cin- 
cinnati the first session he came here. 

Mr. STANTON. I do not recollect; very 
likely. 

Mr. LLETCHER. And I think that the second 
session you voted an additional appropriation. 
You were not here at the two succeeding ses- 


| sions, or I doubt not you would have voted for 


the appropriations then, too. 

Mr. STANTON, There was not any sur- 
plus, was there? 

Mr. LETCHER. 
deficiency. 

Mr. STANTON. Now, Mr. Chairman, this 
is my objection to voting for this bill. It is estab- 
lishing a precedent which, it seems to me, will 


No; there was always a 


|| ultimately result in placing the Treasury of the 
| nation at the discretion of the Executive. 


It does 


| seem to me, sir, that this appropriation is exceed- 


ingly loose and vague in its terms. It will author- 


ize the President to levy troops, to furnish arms 
| . ¢ . 
| and munitions of war, and to carry on war; or it 


will authorize him to negotiate a treaty of peace, 


| or it will authorize him to send supplies to the 


friendly Indians, or whatever else, in the whole 
range of executive discretion, may be deemed 
proper by the President himself. It is entirely 
too loose for a Government which professes to 
have discretion controlled by power—for a Gov- 
ernment which professes to place the custody of 
the public money in the hands of Congress, and 
which provides that it shall not be drawn from 
the Treasury unless in pursuance of an appro- 
priation made by law. Roe: what is this appro- 
yriation for? For war? Gentlemen cannotanswer. 
For atreaty of peace? Gentlemen cannot answer. 
To support these five thousand friendly Indians? 
Gentlemen cannot answer. It is for ali of these 
purposes, it is for either of them, or it is for none 


| of them—if the President can restore and main- 


tain friendly relations in any other mode. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will my colleague allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. STANTON, Yes. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I believe you voted for the 
Military Academy bill? 

Mr. STANTON. This year’s bill? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Yes. 

Mr.STANTON. I was not here when the 
bill was passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, I presume you 
would have voted for it if you had been here? 

Mr. STANTON. I presume so. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would like to know 
whether my colleague can tell me what it would 
cost to purchase a public elock? 
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Mr. STANTON. You can purchase a clock 
for twelve shillings. : 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well; in that bill 
there is an appropriation of $700 made for a 
clock; and my colleague would have voted for it 
if he had been here. Now, all above twelve shil- 


lings, if it were bought at my colleague’s price, | 


ought to have reverted to the surplus fund. 
merely bring this up by way of illustration to 
show my colleague that, in all aese matters, we 
must, to some extent, be guided by the Depart- 
ments. 

Mr. STANTON. I have this to say, in the 
matter of the clock. It does not illustrate the ar- 

umeni at all, nor answer my on Oa If it 
Fad beena large appropriation I ta 
that the Committee of Ways and Means would 
have made strict inquiries whether the money 
was required for this purpose. If the item were 
one of sufficient magnitude to warrant, they would 


unquestionably have inquired more strictly into 


e itfor granted | 
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let him present his facts and figures, and I will 
judge for myself on the facts thus communicated. 

r.H. MARSHALL. The statement is made 
by Governor Stevens, that he has collected five 
thousand Indians on a reservation, and that the 
expense of keeping them will certainly amount 
to $15,000 a month. 

Mr. STANTON. And that shows that $180,000 
would be enough for a year. 

Mr. MARSHALL. But suppose Governor 
Stevens should succeed in collecting ten thousand 
Indians on the reservetion instead of five thou- 
sand, so as to diminish the hostile force ? 

Mr. STANTON. Then $300,000 will not be 
enough. I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. HAVEN. Would it bein order to move 
to amend that motion, so that the committee shall 
rise and report the bill to the House, with a rec- 
ommendation that it pass? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will remark 
that the bill is not in order to be reported to the 





it. But suppose that the appropriation for a pub- || House. The amendment has not been passed 
hie clock had been $70,000, instead of $700 would || upon. 


we have voted it without inquiry? Certainly 
not; and if there is anything in what the gentle- 


man says, it is simply that the law does not re- || 


gard trifles, nor do we regard trifles. But on every 


sound principle of legislation the House ought | 

f the necessity and the ex- | 
pense of procuring the articles for which the | 
That is all I ask here. | 


to know something o 


yo pees we is made. 
All I ask is, that you tell me what you want this 
money for—that you distribute it, define it, tell 


us what it is for, and what you want this precise | 


sum for? { move that the committee now rise. 
Mr. LETCHER. I hope the gentleman will 

withdraw his motion until I answer his last ques- 

tion in four lines. 


Mr. STANTON. You can answer it in the | 


morning. 

Mr. LETCHER. I would prefer to do so now. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, proceed. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
The superintendent of Indian affairs, under date 
of January 29, 1856, states clearly and distinctly 
what he wants this money for. He says: 


In stich great peril is this whole community, and soim- 
portant :s it that means shall be furnished to teed the Indians 
aud give efficiency to the Indian service, that it has seemed 
to me indispensable to send a special messenger to lay our 
condition betore the President and the Department.” 


Mr. STANTON. Well, will the gentleman 
from Virginia explain to me how that proves the 
need of $300,000, and that it is wanted to restore 
and maintain peace? It does not seem to me to 
prove anything of that. 

Mr. LETCHER. The President states that 


that is the purpose for which he wants the ap- 
propriauion. 


Mr. STANTON. I have another remark to 


make here. If I thought that this 000 had 
any magnet about it, and would absolutely restore 
peace, | would not have any hesitation about 
voting for it; but I entertain no sort of doubt that, 
if the $300,000 had been in Oregon, the war would 
have gone on just-as it has gone on. A treaty 
can be made without any advance of money, and 
I do not believe that immediate and instantaneous 
action on this bill is going to have any very 

owerful influence on the Indian tribes in Oregon. 

think that twenty-four hours’ delay will not 
cause an _— inconvenience, 

Mr. LE CHER. If the gentleman from Ohio 
thinks there is no need of $300,000, why does he 
not move an amendment for a smaller sum? 

Mr. STANTON. Because I do not know how 
much is needed. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman says that 
this amount will not settle the difficulties. How 
does 2e know? Here is the Secretary of the 
Interior, who has charge of the Indian depart- 
ment, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
who makes this report, with the indorsement of 
the President of the United States, whose busi- 
ness it is to be informed on these subjects, and 
yet the gentleman from Ohio sets up his judgment 
against all of them, to the conclusion that they 
know nothing in the world about it. ; 

Mr. STANTON. All I have to say upon that 
subject is, that I do not take any gentleman’s 
opinion, whether he be the President of the 

nited States or the Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs. If he wants to convinee me that an 
definite amount of the public money is requiel, 


1 Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 


I will read four lines here. | 























: Committee on the 


I call for tell- 
| ers on the motion to rise. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Princie 
and Houston were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 36, noes 51; no quorum voting. 

{Loud cries of ‘* CaJl the roll!’’ and ‘*Oh, 
no!’’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The rule is imperative; 
the roll must be called. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll; when 


|| _ Mr. STANTON, by unanimous consent, with- 


| drew his motion that the committee rise. 
| The CHAIRMAN stated that the question re- 
curred upon the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There is no quo- 
rum here, and I therefore move that the commit- 
tee rise. I do not think we ought to sit here and 
pass things, when it is manifest that there is no 
quorum present. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose;and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. Mace) 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly a bill making 
rer eee: to restore and maintain the peace- 
able disposition of the Indian tribes on the Pa- 
cific, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, my col- 
league [Mr. Rust] received information on Fri- 
day last, that a brother-in-law had been assassin- 
ated, which unfortunate circumstance made it 
necessary, in his opinion, that he should return 
to his home, that he might administer all the con- 
solation in his power to the surviving members of 
the family. I Caer nothing of the circumstances 
attending the death of his relative; I only give 
such information as my colleague received. He 
has paired off generally, for three weeks, with 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Topp,} 
and the balance of the month upon the Kansas 
question and other kindred subjects. In justice 
to my colleague, I have felt called upon to state 
fully the reasons for his absence, that his imme- 
diate constituents might know the true cause of 
his absence, which, no doubt, they will fully ap- 
preciate. 

And then, on motion by Mr. JONES, of Ten- 
nessee, (at ten minutes after five o’clock, p.m.,) 
the House adjourned until to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, March 31, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of Thursday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. MASON presented a memorial of citizens 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, for 
an amendment to the charter of that town to ex- 
tend the right of suffrage; which was referred to 
istrict of Columbia. 

Mr. FOOT. [ am requested to present a peti- 
tion of citizens of Vermont, praying for a modi- 
fication of the bounty land laws, so that the vol- 
unteers who served in the war of 1812 may be 
allowed to prove their claims to pensions and 
bounty by parol evidence of service. Inasmuch 
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as this whole subject was some time since referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and they have 
reported upon it, I move that, this petition lie on 
the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY presented eight memorials of steam. 
boat pilots on the southern and western waters, 
praying for such an amendment of the act of Ay- 
gust, 1852, for ‘‘the better security of the lives 
of passengers on board of vessels propelled in 
whole, or in part, by steam,”’ as will insure the 
employment of competent pilots on board of such 
vessels; which were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. WELLER presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of California, instructing their Sena- 
tor, and requesting their Representatives, to urge 
the passage of a law to provide for the complete 
and thorough exploration by the United States 
of the river Colorado, from Fort Yuma to its 
source; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Cali- 
fornia, in favor of an act appropriating fifty 
thousand stand of afms for the use of that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 

Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Cali- 

ia, in favor of the establishment ofa collec- 
tion district in the northern portion of the State, 
and a port of entry at Bucksport, on Humboldt 
bay; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

Also, two memorials of Army officers, for an 
increase of the commutation price of the Army 
ration; which were referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. PUGH presented a petition of citizens of 
Indiana, praying for an amendment of the pre- 
emption laws, and the confirmation of their titles 
to the lands on which they have settled; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Indiana, praying 
that the compensation of the register of the and 
office at Indianapolis may be increased; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Indiana, prayin 
for a modification of the bounty land laws; whic 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Kansas Territory, 

rayin for an amendment of the preémption 

aws, the establishment of a land office at Boon- 
ville, and of a mail route from the Sac and Fox 
agency to Boonville, in that Territory ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the petition 
of Gotlob Krumm, praying to be allowed the 
right of preémption to a certain tract of land upon 
which he has settled; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


PAPERS REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of A. 8. Bender, on the files 
< Senate, be referred to the Committee on Military 
airs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom were referred the petition of William J. 
Sears, the petition of Robert Morton, the petition 
of Nathan Cook, the petition of John Allen, the 
oes of Zachariah Corbin, the petition of 

artha Stanton, the petition of Leslie Combs, 
and the petition of Margaret C. Hanson, all pray- 
ing for pensions, submitted an adverse report in 
each case; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, from the 
Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the petition of Abel Jackson, heir of Stephen 
Jackson, a revolutionary soldier, praying for a 
pension, submitted an adverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Amaziah Goodwin, 
reported a bill to increase the pension of Amaziah 
Goodwin, of the State of Maine; which was read 
a first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

He also, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom was referred the petition of Lieutenant 
a hil ahiagessubyeapricion trem Qheeerics 
a bill, ing a propriation ‘surplus 
fund for the relief of Lieutenant John Guest and 
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